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(( Reclining on green cushions and rich beautiful mattresses))

(( Then which of the Blessings of your Lord will you both (jinns and men)
deny 7?Blessed be the Name of your Lord (Allah). the Owner of Majesty
and Honor)) — Quran Surah Al- Rahman 66-68

Some researchers believe that green is useful for heart. and it helps to deep
breathing. In addition, it helps in rebalancing all cells. Green makes people
happy so that we find doctors in surgery rooms wearing green to make
their patients happier and more optimistic .For more information see:
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(16:66) Surely there is a lesson for you in the cattle: We provide you to
drink out of that which is in their bellies between the excretion and the
blood - pure milk * - which is a palatable drink for those who take it.

*. “Between excretions and the blood”. This refers to the most wonderful
process of the formation of pure milk in the bellies of the cattle. For, the
fodder they eat turns into blood, filth and pure milk, which is altogether
different from the first two in its nature, color and usefulness. Some cattle
produce milk in such abundance that after suckling their young ones a
large quantity of it is left to make excellent human food.
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Confession — Poem translated by Majed Dodeen

kkkkhkkhkkkhkhhkkkhkhhkkhkkkhkk

It is my fate, my portion, my destiny as well as yours
Alas! You are neither mine nor | can be yours.

All dreams surrounding us are merely illusions.

The rain of your eyes

Draws an alien anecdote on strangers

It shapes the sweetest words

It says that you are priceless and precious:

The dearest and loveliest to me,

The nearest and closest,

The kindest and gentlest,

The softest and tenderest

The prettiest and finest

The pearls pouring heavily from your lustrous eyes,
Make the lily flowers blossom so fast

Make the roses flourish at dawn and in the twilight
Unfortunately, | can't return as it is out of hand

I'll pass into a world of endless silence

A treeless desert full of sand

| will wait for you in eternity

Finally, I'll come back to embrace you in immortality
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The Faithful Student — Translated by Majed Dodeen

khkkkkkkkhkhkhhkkhkhhhkkhkhhhkkhkhhkkhkkkk

Life is but a series of dreams

Its fabrics is made up of memories

Its silence is full of crystal clear words

Its threads contain expressive thoughts

Masterworks painted in memory as flashes

Its melodies and sonnets travel as mirage auras
Words scatter and spread as shreds across the roads

| meditate life stations and the journey of years

An exhausted being suffering of tiredness

Asking numerous questions

Why, when, where and many enquiries.

Who are you? What and many explorations

Love browses its collection of poems

| thought you are the poison and chronic disease

But indeed you are the antidote that soothes

| approached to take a shelter

Underneath your eyelids

But fire clinches and embraces

They tried to mislead me saying you are only illusions
| did not believe them nor consider their delusions

| took off my crown and crowned your as miss universe
| registered my name as a faithful student in your schools
| loved your enchanting eyes,

Kissed your angelic forehead

Since your poetic face is my homeland

They convicted me because | platonically love you
And | will forever love you

And sing for you and for all spheres:

Oh! The oxygen of my life

O! The fountain of my soul that is sailing within my spirit
Sailing long and continuously

Roaming the seas and in each and every cell
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Persistently spreading joy

Searching and messing up my rooms
Excavating in my file of memories

With puzzlement in eyes

Symbolizes the meaning of the decision
But without final conclusion

Moments, flashes and ticks

The veil of secrets drops

The wave wakes up from unconsciousness
Your eyes

Send their successive contemplations and gazes
Squeezing all memories

Drop by drop

Tears coming in abundance

Irrigating the fields

Generating roots

Greener orchards

The flourishing tears

Produce glowing candles

In compartments and in the sad heart
Remains gifts of love

Sprouts grow

Healing wounds of years
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Journey of Life- Poem translated by Majed Dodeen

khkkkhkhhkkkhkhhkkhkhkhhkkkhkhkkk

Abdullah bin "Umar said, "Allah's Apostle took hold of my shoulder and
said, 'Be in this world as if you were a stranger or a traveler." The sub-
narrator added, Ibn "Umar used to say, "If you survive till the evening, do
not expect to be alive in the morning, and if you survive till the morning,
do not expect to be alive in the evening, and take from your health for
your sickness, and (take) from your life for your death."

kAR kAR kA
Life is a journey

Short span of time

Full of ups and downs

We cross its path towards our destination
From station to station

From birth to death

Predestined steps we are to walk
Predetermined walks we choose to take
On the train or ship of life

A trip, a tour or a voyage

May amaze or shock us

May delight, please or motivate us

May carry deep changes

May involve profound fluctuations
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May hide unforeseen surprises

Do not let the obstacles of life frustrate your spirit
Not even for a moment

Do not be sad over matters that you fail to get
Be optimistic of what the future holds for you
Live each day as if it is your last

Thank Allah through thick and thin

Be grateful in good times as well as in bad times
Time goes on

Life goes on

Heartbeats stop one day

The devotee soul will knock and penetrate the gates of the sky
Ascending so high

Carried by angels of mercy

How beautiful is the meeting

With the Creator and the Maker

Of Heaven and Earth.

Enjoying the life of those holy and pious

A journey of joy and glad tidings

In life, there are scopes and places

For the believers

The workers

The obedient



161

The humble

Those who reflect

Males and females

Those who contemplate

Those who guard their chastity

Those who remember Allah much with their hearts and tongues
Those who deserve forgiveness and great reward in Paradise
A

Regardless of toil, suffering or hardships

Go on with your aptitude and attitude

March towards the high altitude

Life is made of tide

Rises and falls

The unseen is a book guarded by our Lord

We read its pages now and then over years

The winner uses every single second of this opportunity

Be satisfied and gratified

Accept what the Almighty allotted and decreed

Put on smiles of contentment on face and lips
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My Butterfly is a Martyr - Poem translated by Majed Dodeen
AR AR AR AR AR Ak A

O my beloved butterfly & awesome dove !

Our journey has been a journey of sad love ;

A trip of suffering, agony & torture

Taught me that you are a sparkling star; my source of pleasure
Flying & soaring in the sky

On the summit, sits softly, on a peak so high

Can stars be touched with collections of poems ?

Can highest points be reached by words on silence ?

Can moons be touched by tales on seashells or its pearls ?
You are the victory and the immortal happiness

The beautiful dream and the sweet song of success

With real sense of wise tears

We'll lit all jovial candles

Repeatedly, we humans pass in moments &instants ;
When we do not know what to say, do or how to fix things
We start uttering hallucinations mixed with illusions

We say words that appear empty & meaningless

Words that express symbols by which one lives

We utter vague & words ,

Because they're the secret that encompasses our lives

Set goals for it & draw nice and pleasant objectives



164

These words represent the ladders

We climb towards the world of happiness

People insist, however, that we anatomize ourselves
Introduce them to our lives' files and archives

That we do not like to expose, reveal or jeopardize

They tend and insist to tear the curtains imposed by fate upon us
However, we do not have the option of tearing its fabrics
The rebellion is possible against all things

Except challenging destiny, fate or life programs

This reminds me of the tale of the martyrdom of a butterfly
It flies, ascends and hovers

Advances to hug light but is hugged by its intense fires

It keeps tirelessly revolving and turning around light

Keeps struggling and persistently fighting

Because it loved & treasured the beauty of light & its charms
Won't be contented of any other alternatives or options
Finally, it falls down slowly as it suffers severe burns

Is it falling or indeed a real rising up so high in heavens ?

As soon as barriers are installed in our ways

The trip of confusion begins - Worries burden your shoulders
Even the illiterate can read the alienation on your complexion
Your eyelashes embrace emptiness

Fingers of allegations and accusations
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Point at you hand after hand

You do feel the hurricane of orphanhood hitting you hard
Your life becomes, ' Mission: Impossible.'

Something incredible and unbelievable

Finding a needle in a desert full of oceans of sand

In a world where, everything is possible, singing a band
You suffer inner painful separation and isolation

Adding up sorrows in addition to those stored in your world
Deep in your cells

Time as a remedy tries to soothe and heal your wounds
Tries to leave its marks and impacts on your injuries

The circle refuses but to be completed fully

It is time for my soul to play its idealistic melody wonderfully
| insist to get up fast after that collapse and fall fully

| dream to be the stick for every blind all over the world

| vow to be the smiles at the faces of every child

| am sure that death will not pass away

Until it doesn't find any soul to call for right away

| am certain that the real account is not at any bank

It is no surprise or wonder

The good deeds we deposit 6-feet under

The harvesting will be here & in the hereafter

Where you will be the winner forever!
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No, No, A Million No!

Poem translated by Majed Dodeen
R ——
'It is better to light a candle than curse the darkness.'
Roosevelt
TR .-
1.

At the entrance of one of the doors

| handed my ticket

| entered the satirical stage of life

Night had already drawn its curtains and faded away
As soon as dawn has broken

The sun has risen

The curtain went up

| saw unfolded hands with different shapes

Books with scattered ideas

A weird and an unusual painting

A little angelic girl appeared on the stage

The essence of innocence shines in her eyes
Wonderful symphony accompanying her footsteps
Scars and wounds seen on her forehead

A love rose in her hand

A spiritual logo on her chest
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Laurel wreath sparkling around her nick

2.

The marriage officiant has arrived

| do hear rounds of audience applause

Quietly, the wedding ceremony was launched

The angelic queen was given to the tyranny
Offered on a golden plate and made as an easy prey
They want her to sleep between the arms of a thinker named Satan
3.

Witnessing this disastrous tragedy

| started laughing hysterically, sometimes

And crying extraordinarily at others

| heard her whispering with her usual innocence
You cry! What is the benefit of crying ?

You laugh! Will laughing heal you ?

4.

O My angel, | am laughing at myself

And at the same time crying for you

You are a shining candle in my dark cave

A throb in my loving heart

A unique image in my eyes

A true voice and honest cry& call in my conscience

A genuine smile on my lips
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We were inseparable twins

We were innocent children

We have never thought to part away.

Not even for few steps

5.

Tyranny came to create between us impossible distances
| started living a world full of bitterness

Even the strings of my lute got broken

| became a ghost standing without a place

| became the human being who asks,” Who is man ?”
| started cursing the color of darkness

5.

My angel said :

'l made you reside deep in my heart

As the sky populates its stars

| embraced you between my arms

As the sea embraces its waves

| have carved your name a tattoo on my forehead

As destiny engraved a grain of rain in the heart of a cloud.
6.

| replied :

‘But | am a star that got darkened

A wave that got broken
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A grain of rain that was evaporated.’

7.

My angel said :

'‘No, no, a million no !

You are a star that will never be darkened

A wave that will never get broken

A drop of rain that will never be evaporated ;
In addition, | am the sky, the sea and the cloud ;
| am the candle

Lit, bright and light me with love

Dispel and dismiss the darkness

Ignite me with love

As it is better for you

Than living your entire life

Cursing the color of darkness
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The Actual Dream - Poem translated by Majed Dodeen
R AFAFE I AR AR A A AR AR A AR A AR A A AR A AR

| woke up from my sound sleep

| got up astonished & confused

What | heard and saw were extraordinary

Quickly, intuitively and spontaneously ,

| looked for my pen and recorded the dream

My hand was trembling

| documented the events before forgetting them

The words have been the outcomes of an actual dream I lived
It was a perceptible and visible reality

| was frozen in front of an unusual screen

| saw a view of a strange painting of an old woman saying to me :
'‘Once, | met you without planning

| heard your magical and rhetorical words ,

They did touch me deeply

Made me cry

Made me smile

| fell in love with you

Was it love at first sight ?

Words flowed sweetly on my lips

As rivers of hope
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And streams of beauty

| whispered in your ears :

‘When the darkness of night,

Meets your incredibly beautiful, exotic and colorful eyes
| read strange expressions that tell me

Beseech and plead me ;

Do not depart and do not leave !

Do not say goodbye or farewell !

Do not leave me alone!

Long ago, | have been looking for a love story to read
Looking for a magnanimous lover to embrace

Looking for an impressive poem

Taking me so high towards a mysterious and unknown world
| always dream of and live in its heaven and dreamland .
No hypocrisy, no despair and no deception

We do not hear in it even parting or farewell words

Or goodbye expressions

Yes, | did truly love you

Nevertheless, after a few days, they convinced me
Without providing an evidence or a proof

That your words are meaningless and pointless

They are just honeyed words

You are talking about people other than yourself
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Repeating words without knowing their meanings or connotations
Just as a parrot gained large size over the years.

Yes, you used to be myself

My lovely and gorgeous love ;

Two souls in one body or two bodies in one soul
Nevertheless, they made me doubt even about myself
Then | started suffering depression and alienation
Living estrangement from yourself and myself

| could not be at all, close to yourself or myself

They have established between us a long winding path
Whenever | tried to reach you

| slip, trip and fall down

Moreover, hardly get up, to fall down again

Finally, I fell down and could not get up again

My falling represents to them the most beautiful feast
| have fallen in their misleading nets

A fisherman usually eats what he catches

Today | am standing before you to admit

As there is no place for vanity anymore :

‘You obsessed, occupied and possessed my days

You filled my imagination with magical compassion
Your presence in my life was too sensitive to be realized

Your sweet voice is still and will remain chanting melodies into my ears ,



177

| am recalling your aromatic talk when you told me: 'the dreams of the
poor do not hold a passport to reality, but my heart can fill the whole
universe with love

Love will prevail and with love, we will overcome all borders, obstacles and
hardships ,

If we do not meet here, we will meet in the hereafter by Allah's Mercy
Where we enjoy everlasting happiness, peace and immortality

| remembered the day when the buzzing of bullets did not hinder me to
fulfill my promises to you

Moreover, | recalled the day when warm raindrops prevented me meeting
you, although they tenderly touch the surface of the earth to teach loyalty
to people .’

The real dream has ended.

The words did carry in their folds the tone of grief, sorrow and regret
They were painful, honest and pure words

| could not hold back my hot tears

They rolled on my face to make a small brook

| asked myself while wiping my tears running unceasingly

What is my fault ?

My soul whispered

My conscience uttered :

‘You are not guilty, but you cry because you're an altruist man’.
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Falling Off Masks: Poem translated by Majed Dodeen

*khkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkikkkikkkkkkkk

"If you reveal your secrets to the wind ,
You should not blame the wind for
Revealing them to the trees ".

Kahlil Gibran
-

They ask & wonder,

Seek an answer,

Why am | sad? They ponder,

What a strange issue!

| consider.

Has practicing sadness become a forbidden practice ?
Isn't sadness an honest human feeling ?
Sometimes, they insist to get an answer .
| say, 'The answer is a secret

Secrets should not be spilled

Secrets are sacred

Shouldn't be revealed

If you want to know why

Ask the mirage in the desert

Only illusion is capable of telling you

kkhkkkkkkkhkkkkhkkkkhhkkhkhkhkhkkkhkkkkkkk
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In a sunny month of the year

The light of the sun shines in the sky

Emits golden rays to the ground

In a day of that month,

While | was heading to my city

| saw something sparkling & glittering
Obligatorily, rays seep into my eyes
Intuitively, | headed towards this glowing
Believing that it is coming

From a gem, diamond or a pearl

Wandered from its family

As they don't realize her precious value,
Therefore, it decided to travel to my world
In order to find her,

Free her from being stray

The tragedy was when | started getting closer
More and more

| was stunned

| got shocked

| found out that what | thought to be a pearl
A diamond

A gem... was only a piece of fake decorated glass

Struck by the rays of the sun
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Reflecting overwhelming brightness

Glowing entered to my depths

Before entering my eyes

O my innocent heart !

O my benevolent mind !

Do not be betrayed by false glittering

'‘Not everything that glitters is gold' !

O my soul !0 my spirit !

Embrace my pouring tears of grief, regret & sorrow
Why haven't you unfolded the deceitful masks?
Why haven't you seen facts of things?
Although the journey had lasted for months,
Followed by months ?

You'll know my worth and significance

You will recognize but after gray hair fully develops,
You will know after the white wisp

Swings on your forehead

You will realize but too late

| have been a wonder in your world

| have been the sea if you were to remember
And you were the wave

But the sea that embraced the wave

With warmth and love
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Had to let her depart as a stranger
As she refused but to crash and scatter
On the rocky shores

In stray, loss and sigh

Moan, lament and cry

To yourself

The confession will be ;

To the red roses ,

The perfumes,

The beaches,

The branches,

The cute babies,

The suns,

The moons,

The murmurs,

The stars

The nights, the days

The memories

To the rain drops

To its silence and voice

You will confess but it will be too late :
Who | am & who you are

Who | was & who you were
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Home Does Not Die - Poem translated by Majed Dodeen

| read in her enchanting eyes what a pretty delicate and sensitive poet
reads in the eyes of an innocent child.

Her image is imprinted in the depths of my heart as a picture of a pure
lamb - moving quietly and freely among the flowers and the trees in a
piece of land in the spring- engraved in the mind of a subtle artist.

| felt she would be my consolation after a journey of alienation and
deprivation.

| felt she would be my hope after a trip of pain and forgetting.
She is a unique blossoming rose in this existence.

However, the vicious thorns are surrounding her and trying to strangle and
bury the freedom of her life.

| must free my awesome flower from the prisons of thorns and must stamp
out the roots of thorns at any cost .

The rose must grow breathing the oxygen of freedom .

My own freedom is an integral part of hers and her freedom is an integral
part of mine.

What would life be like or worth without freedom ?
| said to myself, “It is the right of the moon to embrace the star”.

| started weaving the strings of love accurately & making the medal, |
dream to hang on her compassionate chest, to symbolize the love that
comes out of the heart to settle in the heart .

We all realize that what comes out of tongue fades and vanishes before it
reaches the ears.

| see that this world has become a picture of her eyes.
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| know her by heart.
| painted, without her knowing, her picture from my own memory .

She is a sacred spot, a wonderful piece and a rare masterpiece to the extent
that my pen got shy to know its way to colors.

Loving her granted me rebirth and revival and | became carrying the heart
of an innocent child and the ideas of a wise man.

Millions of words accumulate on my lips but they are shy to be launched
and uttered to express about her beauty because access to her essence &
spirit cannot be via words.

Silence is an expressive language without letters or words.

Silence is a spiritual language capable of producing human feelings,
emotions and translating ideas and idioms.

It is a language that transcends the language of screams and sounds.

| live a pretty coma. It is an enjoyable coma to the extent that | do not like
to regain consciousness at all.

| no longer remember whether the sun rises as usual or her sparkling,
proud and glorious forehead distracted me from thinking about the
glowing of the sun.

Finally, | decided to reach out to her by the same hand that had painted
her.

The same hand that wrote many poems on her beauty,

The same hand that got hurt, with streams of blood, by the thorns to
rescue her,

The same hand that dreamt to hang the spiritual medal on her chest,
The same hand that caressed and coddled the strands of her hair,

The same hand that vowed to be loyal and faithful to hair,
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The unchanged hand that always harvested and picked from her abundant
fruits ,

| offered my hand to her, as | am accustomed to her intimate love and
genuine affection.

| waited for her arrival, but she did not show up.

My heart began increasingly trembling.

Terrible silence descended which resembles the silence of death.
| hear untuneful, inharmonious and absonous voice saying :

‘Put your hand back! You will not find her. She passed away.
She is a faded & weathered rose."

She will never come back.

| screamed, '‘No, no, a million no! If she passed away in your judgement,
she did not and will never pass away for me.

She is a vivid living picture throbbing and residing in my heart, mind,
conscience and soul .

If you had lamented her with words, ceremonies and plays, she had not
been passed away for me.

| will never hear the lamentation or sad elegy about her.

| will never admit or accept the rumors about her death because she is the
right and the right does not die.

She is the good and the good does not die.
She is the justice and justice never dies.

She is my homeland and my home will never die.
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Elegy of the Living - Poem translated by Majed Dodeen

khkkkhkhhkkhkhkhhkkhkhkhhkhkhkhhkkhkhkhhhkhkkhkkkhkkk®

Allah is He Who created you in (a state of) weakness, then gave you
strength after weakness, then after strength gave (you) weakness and grey
hair. He creates what He wills. And it is He Who is the All-Knowing, the All-
Powerful (i.e. Able to do all things).

kkhkkkkkkkkkkhk kkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkhkkkhkhkhkkkkkkhkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkk

ELEGY OF THE LIVING - By: Majed Dodeen

Jekdkk ok k ko ok ke ok

Inside the fence of deprivation,

My grandfather sat contemplating,

Gazing at the unknown ,

Recalling and remembering ,

Tapes and records of past memories,

But he does not remember anything

The tapes of his life are running & turning

But without voices and pictures; as if he was born today

He only sees shades & shadows

His life is a strange cycle made up of darkness

Is brainwashing a fetus aborted over days ?

Isn't life but a miniature image of a field implanted with mines ?
My grandfather realized that the sun of his life is approaching sunset
Moments only and it disappears beyond the horizon

Leaving a beautiful cloud of twilight
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He began uttering hymns of a tragic elegy :
‘Tomorrow I'll pass away ,

Tomorrow the angel of death will shake me,
Tomorrow the light will depart my candle

| will come to my end

In addition, my journey in life will be terminated
Tomorrow my grave will be full of worms

After an hour, silence prevails

After a blow at the trumpet, | will be resurrected

"And the Trumpet will be blown, and all who are in the heavens and all
who are on the earth will swoon away, except him whom Allah wills "

]Quran 39: 68|

Man will be shown all his deeds

Whether good or bad ones

Will know if he deserves to dwell in paradise
Or - God forbid-thrown in hellfire forever.
Warm tears began flowing and pouring
From the see of my grandfather's eyes

Tears rolled down making their way with difficulty through the wrinkles
made by time on his face

His face resembles much the map of my country
| wonder! Does life cycle repeat itself to enter from the gate of the past ?

Does love seep and ooze topsy-turvy as the Orontes River does ?
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Does a thorn become dianthus or carnations ?

As an orange has become a bomb in our groves

Would a tear laugh happily ?

And would a smile cry bitterly ?

Do | love everything and hate nothing in you ?

These are questions that | will compose a melody to sing them

| will carry the image of my country with me 6-feet under to keep staring
at it forever



194

O 139) A >bo :plyy JLeZdl Slou=o

8oLl pgzill Syg ... Byads dly gl &SI Al (6 clowndl I oLVl 3By Lodic
Jel Gosy ying Guy gl jedll Je> il asg

8liaS gadul a>g) yelig -..dull 8o slgilly ..olgill 2o Jull Gilsiy gyl Aics
el degy il Guxy ..2l> lginz yosy

Gblll b Cuounysd .85 Wl By o Jaib.guhi A Jeddy plusdl wisly
J18 oo gy 332 ¥ Jggzall o wili e d2) Rawsg ... Croliall die Gloisg
obwi¥l jo=i Jog -.glazell G0y Ul Jel...oogy)l Jedl jo0 yosy 0ia
yelitall iipg pileuddl B8gig ..guiill b UVl Cimyg ..blas liaye
oLl Sl wly il (Wzily o3l delw DB Cuauad iicg

diody yidlg Lot g6 .5 oo gliug) clso o8 131" :Jeii (il daS2l gyl Lo
Qo> Gdlo diowws dol> g )b 1daS> oo lacgyl bo B> ..." g3l o 45U
350 2 gpl) duuzlly Gudil) puuzdly ... duilazg duudi du>gy dol> duuis yajll &L Lal...
.8y900)lg digbiz)l G §38 ol 30V Gadl 1aa 8l Sy ...delsii ol sz 56 sl
gl daudzll (95 yghrally W8)>3l adiguin Gl gl add ;g)uisSs
Jsazll..Jlazll @by oeSUl Gl dily Gesuzy Vg Jladdl gap guddl il clusi
Ailuw Jlodl Sy s

b Lo JuSsi dalbio abjio lgaid agugdi pidly ja2lly Adxll Yoy Go el
agdlocl

dlie dilggiiy dogad J51> gBgdisg oilall (b Gab J51> dumdi oluii¥l Gy 13Le)
Salail Jio

HU (e deglo $ohy ol Busll go asyliol wle oLuill Gasy 15k

¥ Jole oS> by os «oliily eliig 95 o asd Loy zuwall gulgll oSl 13 )
lbsll ge 280 U oy )S...diljse tnlokd



195

Joliig 28l ... Wl (e liwgsy ol linslgs jwsis ljg=z o 2y% V 15l
Syinig pAlg

08331 wiloyg...lzlo JI zling yuial by Cuisg lginazs 8)lxdly Julil wiley 28]
Sy Gull IS pulill Luol Uls...pguol u il e lgiclgg lginezd j9mills 29)5ll
agsd Lozl oSl

190 U1 (WJ3¥ SLY Ul Jill SWidl5 ya5Uls lsleinl Gl w6 )
w23Ulg Olglalull GI5 (o 553885 mgisls e edbs lolis all He333y il
oleac JT 8y9u 191 (B SI3E Gad el Wl 1id 2415 b 1



196

Oceans of Beauty - Poem translated by Majed Dodeen
Look at the sky at a dark or a moonlit night,

See the shining stars surrounding the moon bright,

Feel the depth, spirit and essence of beauty .

At sunset, the night embraces the day

The day hugs the night .

The miraculous twilight painting appears as a blushed girl whose forehead
is dripping of shyness.

Feel the magnificence of beauty.

Amazingly, watch bees flying from flower to flower,

Sipping nectar and collecting grains of pollen .

The marvelous view makes the tongue mute

Makes silence utter .

Man hears a stunning language, never heard before ,

Coming from the unknown.

These are some pictures of the spiritual beauty.

The beauty that makes the conscience affectionate and emotional
It makes the human feelings pretty delicate & transparent.

It gives satisfaction in the soul, awakens consciences and promotes
emotions.

Henceforth, the time clock stands still
The secrets get unfolded and mysteries revealed.

What a beautiful pithy expression of wisdom that says :
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(If you have two loaves, sell one and buy a lily).
The loaf satiates a physical, materialistic and bodily need

Whereas the lily satisfies a spiritual, psychological and emotional
necessity .

The correlation between the body and the soul is like the link between the
poet and his poems ,

The mother and her fetus

The passenger and his suitcases.

Life itself is an amazing art that we must learn.

In order to master this art,

We have to differentiate between reality and image.
'‘Not everything that glitters is gold'.

Many are those drawn to decorations and appearances rather than the
truth and the substance.

Unfortunate, unhappy and even miserable are those who see beauty but
does not believe in Allah,

Allah is Creator of the universe and the Maker of beauty

‘Allah is Beautiful, He loves beauty.’

Wicked are those whose souls are full of hatred, treachery and evil .
Their pictures become gloomy reflecting the darkness filling their hearts.
| wonder why man jails himself inside a crack in the wall ,

Why does he become an introvert living inside his concerns and desires,
like an ant ?

Why does a man bite his fingers out of rage, or hide ill intentions of unjust
revenge ?
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This vast universe & the precision systems indicate the existence of Allah,
The Wise, the All-Knowing & the Just in His judgement .

The Loving, the Generous and the Giver who does not stop giving.

Why don't we get out of our holes ?

Why don't we break our shells to look out on the universe to watch,
contemplate, reflect on and learn ?

If some people throw stones and bricks at me,

| will collect them and build a home for a homeless.

If others throw flowers and roses at me,

| will gather them and distribute them to whom | love .

In fact, | love all people - | hate hatred -1 hate egoism and bad deeds

‘Behold! in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the alternation
of night and day, - there are indeed Signs for men of understanding, -
Those who remember Allah standing and sitting and lying on their sides
and reflect on the creation of the heavens and the earth: Our Lord! Thou
hast not created this in vain! Glory be to Thee; save us then from the
chastisement of the fire"! Al Imran: 191-192
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The Sailor Poem translated by Majed Dodeen

The sailor is tenderly cruising

Fondly, sailing and navigating

In the heart of the sea of your gorgeous eyes
Embarking the shores of your upper eyelids
Heading towards the beaches of your lower eyelashes
Setting out and proceeding with his amazing voyage
Boarding his boat peacefully and calmly

How beautiful it is to travel endlessly

Amongst the colors of your lovely & lustrous eyes !
As if, | have sailed the Seven Seas

And came back before twilight; before the sunset
Before the end of the day,

To intertwine our fate and destiny

To express with fervent and passionate words :

O my scintillating star, full moon and sun

Forever, 'l love you'! 'l love you !

From top to toe, | do love you

Despite all obstacles, chains and oppressions
Despite all wicked and mischievous spirits

Our unpretentious love will be light and fire:

Light, happiness and bless for us

Fire, sadness and loss for all our envious
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Angel of Purity - Poem translated by Majed Dodeen

O my sweetheart! How can | describe your beauty and its lights !

My sweetheart is the queen and angel of purity

My sweetheart is an angel of innocence and virginity

My sweetheart is unmatched in her goodness, kindness& righteousness
My sweetheart has no peer in adoration and devotion

My sweetheart is a sparkling star that revolves in celestial orbits

My sweetheart is the water of rain, its drops and quenching

My sweetheart is a white dove flying happily

My sweetheart you have planted in the veins of my heart the nicest flowers
My sweetheart you are the history of love and its wonderful themes
My sweetheart is the emblem of honor, dignity and modesty

My sweetheart makes beautiful melodies and soft tunes

My sweetheart is a bubbling spring of giving and generosity

My sweetheart is a banner for splendor and the summit of glory & victory
My sweetheart is a fragrant deep-rooted and genuine civilization

My sweetheart is the custodian of the affection and its secrets

My sweetheart is the twigs, branches, roots and shoots of ethics

My sweetheart is a jewel, a diamond, a pearl and an oyster

My sweetheart is the calm and silence of the night, and its pleasant
Small talk and anecdotes

My sweetheart you are a spark, a flare for justice and equality
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My sweetheart is the most beautiful scenery in my hometown and its
regions

My sweetheart is the throbs of my heart, the roses in my life and the
greenery for spring

My sweetheart is my beloved literature, prose and poetry
My sweetheart is a radiating powerful voice for fairness
My sweetheart is the essence embracing and riding the saddle of bravery

My sweetheart is truly the queen and angel of purity
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Poems of Freedom- Poem translated by Majed Dodeen
-

Once upon a time ;

Your enchanting eyes turned out to be

A beautiful vast sea

| rippled in your charming eyes

Relaxed & rested between your eyelashes
Moreover, when the breeze of love blew
Between your soft eyebrows

| threw myself happily into the sea

Long time ago ;

Your eyes turned out to be a shining sun
| read the poems of freedom in your eyes

| realized the secret of the people who live to love
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The Newcomer & the Great Success - Poem by Majed Dodeen

The Great Success & Everlasting Delight by: Majed Dodeen

| sat alone meditating and contemplating ,

Deeply thinking about the universe, the human being and life.

| asked myself :

What would a fetus say if | were to phone him,

If | were to ask him about the circumstances there in his mother's womb ;
How is he living ?

| called him up and asked him to tell me something about his life....
His answer was :

Although my world is tiny, | am very happy here...

An umbilical cord feeds me,

A strange amniotic fluid protects me against any outside effects.
My world is ideal...no lying...no cheating and no hypocrisy...

| asked him if he had anything to add.

He replied,” for the time being, he could not form his impression of the
other side of the story”

His last exact words were ‘good-bye! Until we meet in your world.'
| waited until the plane landed after that nice short journey,
The delivery had already taken place

The child was still crying
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People around were cheerfully laughing.

Then | asked the newborn baby,” as a newcomer to our world ,

What would you say now" ?

His answer was,” although your world is huge, | see it gloomy and dark .
This life is weary; a tear, a sigh,

Then | will say good-bye and die .

Your world is full of lying, cheating and hypocrisy .

| wished | stayed in my mother's womb forever”.

| told him 'there is a way if you follow, you can change the terms of your
life .

Your tears can become candles ;

Your sighs can become smiles

Even your death can become life in itself .
You have come to this world while crying
When people around you were laughing .
Following that way, you die smiling

When people around you are crying...

He immediately asked me, 'What is this way ?
Please tell me “.

| told him, “the only way to achieve this is to believe in Allah (Glory be to
Him) :

To believe in His beautiful names and attributes

To believe that He is :
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Allah is He, than Whom there is no other god
Allah

The Rahman

The Most Merciful / the Merciful

The Sovereign / the King

The Holy One / the Holy

The Source of Peace (and Perfection) / the Peace
The Guardian of Faith / the Believer

The Preserver of Safety / the Protector

The Exalted in Might / the Mighty

The Irresistible / the Compeller

The Supreme / the Most High

The Creator

The Evolver / the Maker

The Bestower of Forms (or Colors) / the Fashioner
The Ever-Forgiving (He Who Forgives again and again)
The Ever-Subduing

The Ever-Endowing

The Ever-Sustaining

The Ever-Opening

The Omniscient

The Constrictor

The Expander
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The Demoter

The Promoter

The Exalting

The Humiliator
The All-Hearing
The All-Seeing
The Judge

The Just

The Subtle

The Aware

The Forebearer
The Great

The All-Forgiving
The Thankful

The Most High / the Most Exalted
The Grand

The Best Guardian
The Best Provider
The Best Reckoner
The Most Majestic
The Most Beneficent / the Munificent
The Watchful

The Answerer
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The Limitless
The Wise

The Affectionate
The Most Glorious
The Resurrector
The Best Witness
The Truth

The Advocate
The Almighty
The Puissant
The Best Patron
The Praiseworthy
The Counter

The Initiator

The Restorer
The Life-Giver
The Life-Taker
The Living

The Self-Existing
The Author

The Glorious
The Only One
The One
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The Steadfast

The Able

The Omnipotent

The Advancer

The Delayer

The First

The Last

The Evident / the Outward
The Hidden / the Inward

The Patron

The Most High / the Lofty
The Beneficent

The Oft-Returning / The Exonerating
The Avenger

The Pardoner

The Compassionate

The Lord of Power (and Rule) / the Owner of Sovereignty
The Lord of Majesty & Bounty
The Equitable

The Gatherer

The Self-Sufficient / the Rich
The Enricher

The Preventer
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The Distresser
The Benefactor
The Light

The Guide

The Originator
The Everlasting
The Inheritor
The Best-Guide

The Most Patient

If you do so, you will win paradise and gain immortality
In paradise you will enjoy :

Life without death,

Youthfulness without old age,

Happiness without misery

& health without sickness.

This is indeed the real victory

The Great Success & Everlasting Delight and happiness
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Spring melts in your eyes — Poem translated by Majed Dodeen
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Spring itself melts in the lovely colors of your enchanting eyes
O sweet, smart, sensitive and soft princess!

Don't blame my captivated heart as it enchants.

My heart is dedicated, devoted and loyal to yours.

It is full of genuine love, sincere feelings and deep emotions.
Though it is tortured, tormented and agonized by silence,
you reunited this traveler and built a palace for his dreams.
He loves you even more than he loves himself and more than
anybody imagines.

You are his high hopes and true confidence

The secret of love is to pursue visions and expectations not
illusions

You wiped away, my wounds and injuries, with your charming
smiles

Youthfulness came back after loss and disappearance

Once again for love my soul happily serenades and sings
Embracing your chimes of freedom and gorgeous carillons
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Pouring Raindrops Poem translated by Majed Dodeen

Oh, my fate and soulmate in every trip and travel
Oh, my beloved and dearest companion in the journey of a lifetime.
Oh, my sweetheart, lifelines, and oxygen when | breathe in and out .
Oh, my intimate friend here and in the hereafter
| pray that you will be my queen in paradise
In the house of eternity and immortality
The dwelling of Heaven, by Allah’s mercy, forever.
)In a seat of honor near a Sovereign, Perfect in Ability(.
“On gold-encrusted couches;
Reclining on them, arrayed face to face”
You are the chastity and purity, even purer
Listen to me and hear the glad news attentively
Raindrops commence pouring heavily
Rain showers of spiritual pearls and jewels
Touching the surface of the earth with love and tenderness
Convey the sweetest, wisest, and best lessons
Instilling loyalty and closeness to every contemplating figure
Every intelligent and significant mind
Bountiful Rain and fruitful life for every grateful
Get closer sweetie; let us walk hand in hand in the rain.
Brings and unites us together with our best and wisest destiny .
Do you hear the pitter-patter of falling rain?

Do you smell the petrichor of rain showers?



225

It flows and seeps deeply into our souls.

Dribbles and drops whisper deep down.

With them, the light of the dawn breaks and shines

Dew sprays like perfume fragrance.

Come closer! Hands entwine and breaths embraced together.
And along with the spaces, large swaths and paths

We watch the flowers bloom and blossom .

Roses flourish quietly and emerge like suns and moons.

We hear whispers of melodies played by the sound of rain.
Fresh from balanced strings spread

Come closer, there is no fear of a roaring wind.

With you, every sadness vanishes.

Every tension is defeated .

All worries die out and commit suicide

Smile! Oh, Lady of the Rose.

The face of the joy

Glory lover .

Handle my pains, agonies and treat my sleeplessness

How it is delicious to pass away between your neck and torso
Isn't he a martyr who drowns in the pretty river ?

Isn't he a martyr who is swallowed up by the waves of the sea ?



226

3939 22l zaliy puzS VI (o Blyoll

oudzoll a5 illwg Blell peg dlhel) lgakine LUS syl oo ST cuis 16
oo 0831 ol uasyl Uz Ul " iz pall mslgdl ulg> o84 Slaicy blyall (ST 130
OV oS Ul o el saic Blyall ol v uinaioll o oS! ol 29 -_.x.f|9 u.x.wb.a.”
2yl dapding dall dpnmg yadl days) lail ... il dzgillg LisVig eI o 8yl
Wg 8pa3 Wy chyxo GaSiuus lgiga 8kl bz olg . duilea)l zlgill déSlow &log..
clo Mg &) Mg 820

obslls wisll y=lllg &5l joylly Ggrmall puwll Jies @il &4ail dulall blyall )
8y3ally Jlazdly juzdly §=dlg pSudly dasylly 83gelly szl wzlly (il
clells ganlly paalls wlilly Jislly dsilyl 8,5alls asbal 8yl d6Lall

clinally cliglly clnslly clillg 8elpl (rilzo JSg <lils

b Jaozd! Jyiitell auwldll (o g @il dgazdl geisll JSI daglall o dlyall o]
Lol 35S U tlg) oy y2lils * (rolgd] jouomo b tlg) Joéy yelil

* cluidl ad> U tlg) Jois gilally (uls elgs | :lg) Jgbs cadnlly

)l wiwad | ilg) Jody oolxalls

*SaadlS 891> U :lg) Jgdy Jdlg lgpadil o (il (> 8aalso U lg) Jgiy Grulully
il Jugold b :lg) Jody pzyially $rec joi bilgd Jody iliyeSdlg

Al ails loalac bog...8l> = syl + J>) 105lel ile dnils i dolzo sLzlg

slle Wl gl g Sbolall jolxis ol gl L5 ladrg loglsl (og log) dilsuw
L Lgigy 8Lzl 650 (il ddudzdl (Il Ungdy il plell bayzly UM sS4 2 6]

Wai 13lay 1sydgzdl Jlgully .de)ls LwlS 24 44 wilSy dclw 24 ;e bylic pgull ol
Lslg @Lly )9 dogyg dumeg loMuwg L llei ol licloiwl o) Slk> GwgsS
Ulazg Llwslg Lileuly Ledeg M1



227

Women are Oxygen

I have written more than forty books. Most of them are on and for women. An
astonished journalist interviewed me and asked, not without a good deal of
shrewdness: Why do you write most of your books on and for women"?

My clear and frank reply was, “I am a man who refuses to be a hypocrite and | like
and must be just, fair and honest; women for me are more important than oxygen
because they are our mothers, sisters, wives and daughters. Women are our
companions, our beloved soul mates and the sisters of men ... they are the queens of
the faithful kingdom of marriage. If we try to imagine life without women, we may
find it to be a barren, treeless, waterless desert without the means for prosperity.

The kind, innocent and pious woman represents the beloved name, the magnificent
symbol, the pleasant melody, the dear homeland, the genuine love, the compassion,
kindness, truth, goodness, beauty, the right concept, the insight and the wonderful
idea. They are the mind, the heart, the conscience, the peak that encompasses all the
meanings of innocence, generosity, loyalty and purity.

Women are the inspiration for all the fine arts and are that beautiful common
denominator in all our lives.

The poet says about her “You are my inspiration,” and the merchant says
“You are the treasure of my hopes”,
The doctor says to her “You are the remedy for my heart”,

And the jeweler says “You are the gem,” and the lawyer says to her “You are my
triumph”,

The politician says, “You are the conviction that will never be annulled,” and the
grocer says to her “You are as sweet as honey” and the electrician says “You are the
light of my life,” and the translator says to her “You are the dictionary in my life.”

Life is a beautiful equation based on the equilibrium: man + woman = life. Anything
else created by Allah is for them both, and they are created for an exalted goal dearer
than materialism, a purpose meant for the world of the spirit to be the rope that
holds us, the path that leads us to the truth without which our existence becomes of
no avail and knows only absurdity, misery and despair.

The day is made up of 24 hours, as if it were 24 empty cups. The key question is what
should we fill the cups of our lives with?

We can fill our lives with love, peace, beauty, elegance, morals, ethics, knowledge, faith
and charity
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Jlaadl g daSall Al ga
Gems of Wisdom and Beauty

Translated by Majed Dodeen

J s3I Jaadll

Chapter 1
THE WRITING ON THE WALL
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THE WISE A
The wise try to learn even if wise Gl culS ) s Ay Oieéﬂ‘ Jslsy
words are written on a wall. s e 4, ¢3S 4asall
The Limits of Praise Zaal) agas

A great man was praised in an
assembly; his good qualities were
played up and his virtues
magnified. “That is sufficient my
friends,” he interrupted those who
praise him, “You know only my
virtues because you can see them
easily. They are open, but you do
not see the shortcomings of my
heart and my hidden defects- which
| know, and it is because of this
shame that my head is always
bowed before Allah who knows me
best”.
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Knowing One’s Self

People praise the peacock for his
wonderful plumage, but he himself
is ashamed of his ugly legs.
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Lugman was a wise man of great
reputation in ancient Arabia. He
was once asked about the source of
his learning and good manners. He
replied, “I learned good manners
from the bad-mannered. Learned
wisdom from the blind who do not
put their feet forward without
feeling the ground. There can never
be a spoken or written word from
which the wise cannot derive
benefit, but even a hundred books
of wisdom cannot make a fool
wiser, If he is not ready to benefit
from them.
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Injury or sin

A wise man was attacked and
injured by a tiger. He suffered for
quite a long time but all the time he
continued to thank Allah, the Most
Merciful.People asked him, “Why
are you so grateful even in this time
of acute agony?” He replied, “I
praise Allah that | was attacked by a
tiger, a beast, and not by any
sins.Almighty Allah can take my life
and | shall gladly sacrifice myself for
Him, and His pleasure. But to have
committed a sin would have
offended Him, and this | could not
bear.”
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The Dunce and Knowledge
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A certain nobleman had a dunce of
a son. He sent him to a learned
man, saying, “Verily, you will give
instruction to this youth so that he
may become a rational and well-
educated being.” The learned man
taught the youth for some time but
when his teaching made no
impression on the youth, he sent a
message to his father saying, “Your
son is not getting wise.
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Prayer of the Mercy-Seeking

A learned man laid his head at the
door of the ka’ba in Makka. |
happened to be near him and
listened to him praying to Allah, “O
Merciful Allah! What can a sinful
and ignorant man like me do before
you that might be worthy of your
pleasure? | have no claim on the
score of obedience and beg your
forgiveness for my imperfect
performance. The wicked repent
their sins; those who know Allah
confess deficiency in worship and
the pious hope for reward for their
devotion. |, a devoted man, have
hope of Your mercy, like a beggar.
Do to me what is worthy of You,
and do not deal with me as | have
myself deserved.
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The Scorpion
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Scorpions are not born according to
the common course of nature, as
other animals are, but they eat
their way through their mothers’
womb, tear up their bellies, and
thus bring themselves into the
world.

The wise old man thought for a
moment on this aspect of animal
biology and said, “My heart bears
testimony to the truth or this
remark. Nor can it be otherwise for
they have behaved like this towards
their parents.”

A dying father told his young son to
remember the golden rule of good
behavior: “whoever is ungrateful to
his own family and relatives cannot
hope that fortune will be kind to
him.”

dpndall BLall B )50 Caus ol A5 Y
Ay & Jal) s LS Zall clulsll

sball gy jla (g8 o laall (&1 el guall
&) ey =5 Al 5 Letlgal ala i (33 3a3 e
Al

Gl e da ol Gk ala day el
S 13gd dam sl gl 58Ul o3gy Rii
soallall oda Aids o agdy 8 5" 1]
Jadl 1 Cadlay ¢ of S Y

" gl 5 ol 3 ) saall 03g o lEall b ]

353 5d gobiasls bl yming Jay
Jadl) saclall & G5 pal) slall el
48 A Y e rlaalie Al g sl 5Ll
s il ie (a5 i e Db cai L 5 alaY
SMomdiall (e (58

The Thief and the Blanket
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A thief entered by mistake the
house of a pious but poor man.
Even after a thorough search, he
could not find anything worth
stealing and was very sorry.

The pious man was moved by piety
and threw the blanket on which he
was sleeping towards the thief so
that he might not leave with
disappointment.

The people devoted to Allah do not
even want to disappoint their
enemies. How can one bring
wrongdoers to righteousness
without making them friends first
and influencing later?
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Man and Dog
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A man had a complaint in his eyes,
and went to a vet, saying,
“Prescribe something for my eyes.”
The vet prescribes to his eyes what
he used for the eyes of a dog; and
the man went blind. He complained
to the Qadi (Judge), who decreed:
“The man has no ground for
complaint, for had he not been an
ass, he would not have gone to a
vet!”
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The Lust’s Enmity

| asked a learned man to explain
the tradition that “the most hostile
of your enemies is your passion for
lust, which has its seat in the loins.”
He replied, “Any foe you treat
courteously will become a friend,
excepting lust which will get more
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Once Abdul Qadir Jeelani (a man of
great learning and devotion to
Allah) bowed down his head on, the
pebbles near the Ka’ba in Makka
and prayed: “Spare and pardon me.
O Allah! And if | deserved
punishment, cause me to arise
blind on the Day of Judgment so
that | might not be ashamed to face
other righteous men.”

Every morning after dawn, with my
face on earth, | pray to the
Almighty, “O Allah, | can never
forget You, please do remember

”

me.
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Chapter Two
The Just and the Unjust

The sleep of the unjust is worship alie ALY a g
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An unjust king asked a wise man,
“What is more rewarding than
prayer?:” “For you,” the wise man
answered, “the best kind of
worship is to sleep till the middle of
the day, so that for that period at
least, your subjects will be spared
your injustices”.
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Sleep Versus Wakefulness

Once when | saw a tyrant sleeping
until the middle of the day, | said to
my friends, “It is good that mischief
is not rampant for the time being.
But, | thought, a person whose
sleep is better that his wakefulness,
is it not better that he be dead than
alive?”
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The Fire and the Firewood
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They tell the story of a tyrant who
took firewood from the poor by
force and sold it to the rich at a
great profit. A holy man went up to
him and asked, “You are a snake,
you bite everyone you see; or an
owl, and you dig up and ruin the
very place you live in. Your
injustices may pass unpunished
among us, but they cannot escape
Allah, the Knower of Secrets. Be not
unjust to the people of this earth so
that their complaints are not raised
up to Heaven.”The unjust man took
offense at the words of the kind
man and paid no attention to him.
Days passed by. It so happened that
one day the house of the unjust
man caught fire and was reduced to
ashes. The holy man, who
happened to be passing, heard the
tyrant says, “How on earth did my
house catch fire?” The holy man
replied, “From the smoke (sighs of
grief) of the hearts of the poor.” A
wise man has said, “Guard against
the smoke if the sore afflicted
heart, for it will undoubtedly start a
fire one day. Give nobody’s heart
pain as long as you can avoid it, for
a single sigh may set the whole
world into flames”.
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One of the Arab Kings ordered his
officials to double the salary of a
certain attendant because of his
obedience and punctuality.

A wise man came to know of this
and said. “If a servant attends the
king regularly, the king begins
looking benevolently on him.
Similar is the case with Allah, the
Almighty. Persons continuously
obedient to Him will not be
disappointed by Him. Superiority in
every human being consists in
attending to His command and
obligations. Disobedience and
negligence of His orders leads to
exclusion and rejection.

The upright and the good shall get a
proper reward in this world and the
hereafter”.
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One of the sons of Haroon Rashid,
the great Arab ruler, went to his
father and angrily complained
about an officer’s son, who had
abused and insulted him. Haroon
was famous for his justice to his
people. He said to his son, “In the
first place, it would be generous to
pardon him. But if you cannot do
that and want to avenge your
indult, use the same words against
him as he has done against you, but
if your words exceed his in any
degree, you will be charged for that
wrong. The Prophet (peace be upon
him) said, “A man who controls
himself when provoked to anger by
others is truly powerful, not the
one who fights with a furious
elephant!”
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It is related that some game was
being roasted at a hunting party for
Nausherwan Aadil (the Just), the
great Persian King. As there was no
salt for the feast, it was decided to
send a servant to the nearby village
to get some. Nausherwan called the
servant and told him to buy it at its
current price and not to take it by
force. The King stressed that no bad
precedent should be established,
which would result in the ruin of
the village.

His courtiers asked him, “What
harm can be done to anybody if
such a cheap thing as salt is
received free of charge?”

Nausherwan replied, “The
beginning of every oppression is
small, but when every newcomer
adds to it, it reaches great
magnitude. If the King eats even an
apple from the orchard of his
subjects without paying for it, his
servants will pull out all the trees
by their roots. If he allows only five
eggs to be taken free of charge, his
army will take a thousand fowls by
force.
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Once a king of Persia became
notorious for his cruelty to his
people, he behaved like a despot.
He took possession of his subjects’
properties by force. Consequently,
a large number of people had to
leave and migrate to other
countries. When the population
grew thin, his country became less
prosperous, the treasury became
empty, and enemies began to
gather strength on all sides.

One day the king was listening to
the Shahnama (Stories of King
written by Firdawsi, one of the
greatest Persian poets). The prime
minister asked the king how
Faridoon, without treasure, land or
army, managed to become king
after Zohhak, defeating and
destroying him. The king replied
that people gathered around
Faridoon because they loved him
and helped him to acquire the
Kingdom of Zohhak. The minister
then asked, “If the gathering of
people was helpful to Faridoon,
why do you try to disperse your
people? Don’t you want to remain
king? Cherish your people and your
army as your life.

The king asked, “how can | bring
back my people?” The minister
replied, “By doing justice to all.
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People should feel secure and safe,
and army officers should be paid
according to their needs. A tyrant
cannot remain King undermines the
very foundations of his own reign.
The king was not pleased with this
advice and he imprisoned the
minister. Shortly afterwards, the
son of the former king and rightful
heir to the throne rose against the
tyrant King. The people who have
left the country gathered around
him and helped him to succeed.
Anyone who longs for comfort in
adversity should be generous in
days of prosperity

e gl il adaind G ellall Jls
fa0a (e ods g g alad g

Lsen agae Yale 01585 b 1550 s
e 1y g el el Jaslla
AUy Glaall Ll cpuali 5 el

Y el e Uall & Akl agitaliial
psia o (S ¥ 8l (Y aSke o g o (S
DA% Ml Wl Sl el 5y
Ak Gy Ay 4aSa

gl ol 5 canad Al ccllall dapiaill (375
i dish iy Gas aly padl )54l

o AN Cay gl ldl Gl ) g Ui
gl o s Belall bl 6 g of i
ateal AL agled ciid (il
bt g i) 8 s gaclug

O3S O g ol pall 8 Aa) ) G5 5 e
G A N Cayad ey el udl 8 ey S
B3N A agl) ) i sl

1 Ll s o Lelialal) (1)
e lEl) — (g3 8 e LAl LS




244

The Backlash of Evil

Once a solider of the army of King
Umrulayas fled to the neighboring
country, He was captured and
brought back to his country. The
chief minister, who hated the
soldier, managed to get an
immediate decision from the court
against him: he was to be put to
death immediately. The poor
soldier said to the king, “What has
been decided for me is right, for it
is from you, my Lord. What
complaint can a soldier have
against his master? However, as |
was brought up in your royal
palace, | could not wish that, on the
Day of Judgment, Allah might
punish you to spill my blood
according to the provisions of the
law, so that you might be saved
from Allah’s wrath. The king asked,
“How can | do it?” “My Lord!”
replied the soldier, “please send me
free. When | have been freed, | will
kill your chief minister. In that case,
you would be compelled to put me
to death as punishment. That
would be according to the law and
you would be spared on the Day of
Judgment”.

The king smiled and turned to the
chief minister for advice. The chief
minister said: “my Lord, for the
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sake of Allah, please set the soldier
free. Allah will be pleased with your
kindness and pardon your sins”. At
last, the king came to know of the
conspiracy of the chief minister in
trying to put the soldier to death.
Then the soldier was freed and the
chief minister was punished.

When you throw stones at others,
you may expose your own head to
them, when you shoot an arrow at
your enemy, you may provide
yourself as his target.
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The Recovery of the Sultan

Once a Sultan of Khurasan was
afflicted by a shocking disease, A
panel of doctors saw him and
decided that he could not be cured
unless a young man of a particular
description were sacrificed. Orders
were issued to find such a man and
a countrywide search was
launched. At last, a farmer’s son
fitting the description was found.
The Sultan sent for the mother and
father of the youth, whose consent
he obtained by giving them large
property and much gold, then he
turned to the Magistrate, who
immediately issued a decree that
the life of an ordinary man can be
sacrificed to save the life of a King.

When the executioner stood ready
to slay the young man, he looked
towards the heavens and smiled.
“Why do you smile at this hour?”
asked the Sultan in amazement.
“Children look to their father and
mother to take care of them,”
replied the youth. “If the parents
are cruel, the Qadi (Judge) is called
upon to punish them.

A final request for justice is made
to the Sultan. However, in my case
the parents have agreed to give my
life for worldly treasures, the
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Magistrate as an obedient servant
of the king has sanctioned my
execution, and the Sultan thinks
that he will get his life by taking
mine. Now | have no other refuge
except Allah, the Almighty, and the
Just.”

The Sultan was visibly moved at
these words. “It is better for me he
thought, “To die than live with help
of his innocent blood.” He then
embraced the youth and freed him
and gave him great wealth. It is
related that the Sultan began to
recover from that very moment
and was well again within a week
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Envy

It was during the days of Turkish
King named Oghlamish that | saw a
young son of a military officer. He
excelled in wisdom, intellect,
learning and shrewdness. His face
and forehead showed signs of
bright and great future. Wise
people have truly said that a man’s
worth is known by his talents and
not by his wealth. The Sultan was
greatly pleased with his ability and
honored him with great favour. As
a result of his honour in the eyes of
the Sultan, the friends of the young
man turned envious and plotted to
kill him. Luckily they failed in their
attempts, because what can
enemies do when Allah is the most
powerful king? The Sultan asked
the young man, “Why have they
become your enemies?” “While
serving under you”, the youth
replied, “I have satisfied all but the
envious. The envious cannot bear
my success. They can only be happy
if | fail to satisfy and please you.
How can | help them who are
dissatisfied with me because | work
sincerely and wholeheartedly?
Probably their anvy will last them
till their day of death.”
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If men cannot open their eyes in
daylight, is it the fault of the Sun,
the fountain of light?
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Thanking the Abuser

Once a wicked fellow abused and
insulted a good and pious man. The
pious man patiently said:
"Whatever you have said about me
is far less than what | really am,
because you do not know my vices
and shortcomings as much as |
know them myself. Hence let me
thank you and pray Allah to forgive
me and reward you.”
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The Grumbling Youth

Once a King was on a voyage, an
inexperienced young man was
amongst those who accompanied
him. He had never been out to sea
and was afraid to the extent that
he began to cry. People tried to
calm him down but to no avail.
The excursion party was disturbed
and the King displeased.

On board the ship, there was a
wise man. He asked the King’s
permission to bring the young
man to his senses. When the king
granted him permission, the wise
man ordered the sailors to throw
the young man into the sea. The
young man, however, managed to
float clinging to a raft. Later, he
was allowed to cling into the stern
of the ship, and then pulled up on
the ship, once in the safety of the
ship, he sat quietly and
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Comfortably. The King was
pleased with the action of the
wise man and invited him to speak
to the people.

The wise man said: “The young
man undervalued the safety of
being in a ship without having
without having been exposed to
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People generally do not

appreciate the value of the health

till they fall ill.”

On the Death of the Adversary I S

A young messenger brought the
news to Nausherwan Adil (the
Just) that Allah the Almighty had
removed one of his great enemies
from this world. “The king,” said
the messenger to himself “will be
happy to hear the good news and
will give a great reward.”

But Nausherwan said, “Have you
got the news from Almighty Allah
that he is going to spare me?
There is no point in rejoicing at
the death of my enemy because
my life is not to last forever. We
are all from Allah and have to
revert to Him in the end.”
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Infancy and Age

One day, in the rashness of youth,
| spoke harshly to my mother. She
sat in a corner and with tears in
her eyes said: “You forgot the
days of infancy. Can you recall
those days when you would cling
to my bosom helplessly and would
not dare to speak to me loudly.
Now you are powerful as a tiger
and formidable as an elephant
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only because | am an old woman.”
Freedom versus Comfort RENPUREIPNT

There were two brothers: one of
them was an attendant to the
Sultan of Egypt and the other
earned his livelihood by doing
manual labour. On one occasion,
the sultan’s attendant said to the
labourer. “Why do you not serve
the Sultan so that you may be
relieved of the hardship of
labour?” The labourer replied,
“Why do you not engage in some
business of your own or labour
hard to be delivered from the
disgrace of being under the yoke
of a man other than yourself.”
Wise men have said, “It is better
to have even barley bread and be
master of your own self than grid
up a golden belt and stand up in
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service. To use your hands in
making quicklime into mortar is
better than to cross them on your
breast in attendance to a Sultan.
Get your belly content with a crust
of bread. It is better than bending
your back in servitude.
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Eat to Live or Live to Eat

Once a King asked a doctor, “How
much should | eat?” The doctor
said, “As little as the weight of one
hundred coins a day.” The King
queried, “What strength would
this little quantity give me?” The
physician replied, “This quantity
will support you and carry you. If
you eat more, you will have to
support and carry it. Eat to live
but do not live to eat.”
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The Fat and the Lean

Once two young friends were
traveling together, one who used
to eat little became lean, while
the other, who used to eat a lot,
became fat. It so happened that
they were taken prisoners on
suspicion on spying. Each had his
own cell in the prison.

A week later their innocence was
proved and orders were issued to
free them. When the doors of
their cells were opened, people
were astonished to find the lean
man alive, and the fat man dead.

When a wise man heard of their
astonishment, he said, “Not this
but the contrary would have been
astonishing. The voracious eater
could not resist hunger and
perished, whilst the other could
resist it and survived.”

A sensible man practicing
moderation can face a calamity
with courage, but the extremist, if
forced by circumstances to
practice moderation, finds
hardships unbearable and
perishes easily.
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The Moral of the Story

A young man said to his father,
“The pompous and heart-rending
sermons of the moralists make no
impression upon me, because | do
not find their practice in
conformity with their percepts
and teachings. They teach me to
abandon the world, but they
themselves run after it. Why
should one teach people and
forget one’s own self? A scholar
who runs after money has lost his
own way; how can he show the
right path to others? Can the
drowsy teach others to keep
awake?”

The father replied, “It is not wise
to turn your attention away from
the advice of men of learning
merely on account of some of
their weaknesses, accusing them
of contractions in their words and
deeds and remaining excluded
from the benefits of knowledge. If
you shut your eyes, the sun
cannot show you the way.”

8 g duad

S ahall g Lol gall &) 4l Ll Ji
p S5 Jiliadlly clluaill oy (e gl
Vs S5 Y Q¥ Gulaa s GMAY)

Sl aal Y Y sl gLl &y
oo (38 55 g i Y 58 Jladl g il jlas
peallais pgialiag aa JSE 5 agdl ) pual
pgadil at g Lall (& 3 5l ) (0 sdany agd)
el s o siely

ALl ey Awdil (LY rany S
Tagl g

falaiy ¥ Lo syl J sy o

1,3335\ &U.o c\J} U"_\.@JJ L..SM\ eé\aj\ U\

Sy 8 b i 5 5% el
asitiaall Jal pall Ao o AN Ju

T sdll zeill 5

sl Gree Sl B Lty (e gl
st b CoAY) alay o Galadl) Alls umy
ol 5 abail e s

Ja Yl

) Ol iload gt 1 2l 0
el 938 5 agd Yie (ammy Cun &y il
O 8l agalgll 5 aginia g agilladl
sliar sl Jae (A8 Gl JadYl 5 JIEY)
.@ﬂj*ﬁéﬁd\jﬁ\)ﬂ\&

Al ) el (b elie cale] of ol
Adde G bl




257

Falling in Love with the Sun

A young man asked a man of
learning, “The sun is so bright and
charming and yet no one has ever
fallen in love with it. Why not?

“I'is because.” Answered the wise
man, “It is seen every day in most
places, but where it is not seen
often, it is really loved and its
appearance is anxiously awaited.”
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Chapter 4

Friends and Neighbours
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The Last Trick

Once a wrestler had become the
master of his art; he knew three-
hundred-and sixty-five wrestling
tricks and could show a fresh trick
every day throughout the year. He
was particularly fond of one of his
students and taught him all that he
knew except one trick. With the
passage of time, the youth became
proficient in the art of wrestling
and none of his contemporaries
could match his skill and ability.
One day, the young wrestler
boasted before the King: “Any
superiority my teacher has over me
is purely due to his seniority;
otherwise, | am not inferior in
power, and am his equal in skill.
The young man’s lack of respect
displeased the King. He ordered a
wrestling match to be held. The
ministers of state, nobles of the
court, and gallant men assembled
to watch, the youth struck the
master first. The master, being
aware that the youth was his
superior in strength, engaged him
in the last trick, which the master
had not taught him. The young man
could not get out of the clutch of
the master. HE seized him with
both hands and lifting him bodily
from the ground. The crowd stood
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up and cheered. The King ordered
that the master be given a great
reward to grand robes. The King
said to the young man, “You played
the traitor with your own master
but failed in your harsh attempt to
defeat him.”The youth replied, “O
King! My master did not overcome
me by strength and ability, but by
one cunning trick which he did not
teach me.” The master said, “I
reserved the trick for such a day as
this. Have you not heard the wise
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say, “Do not give your friend so gl
much power that, if he turned

against you, he could do you

serious injury”.

Secrets el

Do not reveal your secrets to any
friend, for how can you be sure that
your friend will remain your friend
in times to come? Moreover, do
not cause injury to your enemy, for
he may one day become your
friend. In addition, do not divulge
any private affair that you wish to
keep secret, for, through a person
may have your confidence; none
can be as true to your secret as
yourself.
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Chapter Five
A time to Speak
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Virtues of Silence

Once during the reign of
Nausherwan a cabinet meeting was
in progress, and a serious matter
was being discussed.
Buzarchamahr, the most senior
minister, hept silent. A minster
asked him, “Why do you not take
part in our discussion?”

Buzarchamahr replied, “The
ministers discuss social problems to
find out their solutions. They are
like medical doctors who
recommend proper medicine for
the sick. As long as | see that your
opinions are correct, there is no
justification for my interference.
Were | to see a blind man walking
towards a ditch, it would then be a
crime on my part to be silent”.
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When Words Fail

Sahban was one of the best
speakers of his time. He was not
short of words. He could speak for
a year to a gathering, and would
not use the same words twice; if he
did repeat a word, he would give it
a different significance. A wise man
has said, “Though a speech be
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captivating and sweet, yet what .
L8l 5

one has already said one should not
repeat, for if people eat a sweet
meal once they find it quite
enough.”
The Art of Speaking sl 48

| overheard a sage, who said,
“Never has anybody revealed his
own ignorance more than that
person who will begin to speak in
the middle of another speech. A
man of Judgment, discretion and
prudence does not speak until
there is an interval of silence.
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The Art of Survival

A great King was asked, “How did
you conquer the countries in the
east and the west which former
Kings who had more treasures,
bigger armies and longer reigns
could not do?”

The King replied, “I conquered the
countries by the Grace of the
Almighty. | abstained from
oppressing their populations and
spoke good of the noble people.
The wise have said, “he who speak
ill of the just and noble is not
magnanimous.

Thrones and dominions, conquests
and triumphs, are all worthless
when they are gone. Injure not the
names of those who have gone
before you, so that your own may
survive”.
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Dogs and Stones

Once a poet found himself among a
gang of thieves, he recited a few
verses in praise of their chief who,
in turn, had the poet stripped. The
poet ran shivering with cold all
around the village. The dogs ran
after him, barking and barking. He
stopped to pick up a stone to throw
at the dogs, but found the stone
frost-bound. He exclaimed in
disappointment, “What rogues
these villagers are for they let loose
their dogs and tie up their stones!”
The chief robber saw and
overheard him from a window.
Smiling at his wit he called out, “O
learned sir! Ask me for a bone.” The
poet replied:”l ask for my own
garments.” The chief robber
ordered his cloths to be returned
and added to them a robe of fur
and a bag of money.

Gems of Wisdom

| asked a wise man,” Who is the
fortunate man and who is the
unfortunate?”He answered,” That
man is fortunate who spends and
gives away and that man
unfortunate who dies and leaves
behind”.
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Three things do not last without
their counterpart,” property
without trade, knowledge without
debate, and kingship without
proper government”.

Answer not with harshness a polite
man, nor force him into war who
knocks at the gate of peace.

An evilly disposed man is a captive
in the hands of an enemy (that is
himself), for wherever he may go,
he cannot escape from the grasp of
the enemy’s vengeance.

Ten people will happily eat from
the same joint of meat, and two
dogs will quarrel over a dead body.

The greedy man is unsatisfied with
the whole world set before him;
the temperate man is happy with
his crust of bread.

My father when the son of his life
was setting gave me the following
advice:” Lust is fire; refrain from
indulging in it and do not involve
yourself in the flames of hell. Since
you do not have the strength for
burning in these flames, pour in this
world the water of self-restraint
upon this fire.”
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Whoever aquires knowledge and
does not practice it, resembles him
who ploughs his land and leaves it
unsown.

Two things are opposed to reason:
to spend more than that Allah has
given us and to die before the span
of life granted by Allah has ended.

"Whether offered up in gratitude:«
or uttered in complaint, destiny
cannot be altered by a thousand
sighs and lamentations.”
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(1:1)In the name of Allah .the Merciful, the Compassionate
(1:2)Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the entire universe.

(1:3)The Merciful the Comassionate4.

(1:4)The Master of the Day of Recompense5.

(1:5)You alone do we worship6 .and You alone do we turn for help
(1:6)Direct us on to the Straight Way.

(1:7) The way of those whom You have favored, who did not incur Your
wrath, who are not astray.
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(1:1) In the name of Allah. the Merciful. the Compassionate'

1 One of the many practices taught by Islam is that its followers should
begin their activities in the name of God. This principle. if consciously
and earnestly followed. will necessarily yield three beneficial results.
First. one will be able to restrain oneself from many misdeed. since the
habit of pronouncing the name of God is bound to make one wonder
when about to commit some offence how such an act can be reconciled
with the saying of God's holy nhame. Second. if a man pronounces the
name of God before starting good and legitimate tasks. this act will
ensue that both his starting point and his mental orientation are sound.
Third and this is the most important benefit when a man begins
something by pronouncing God's name. he will enjoy God's support
and succour; God will bless his efforts and protect him from the
machinations and temptation of Satan. For whenever man turns to God.
God turns to him as well.

(1:2) Praise? be to Allah. the Lord? of the entire universe.

2. As we have already explained. the character of this surah is that of a
prayer. The prayer begins with praise of the One to whom our prayer is
addressed. This indicates that whenever one prays one ought to pray in
a dignified manner. It does not become a cultivated person to blurt out
his petition. Refinement demands that our requests should be preceded
by a wholehearted acknowledgement of the unique position. infinite
benevolence and unmatched excellence of the One to Whom we pray.
Whenever we praise someone, we do so for two reasons. First. because
excellence calls for praise. irrespective of whether that excellence has
any direct relevance to us or not. Second. we praise one who. we
consider to be our benefactor; when this is the case our praise arises
from a deep feeling of gratitude. God is worthy of praise on both
counts. It is incumbent on us to praise Him not only in recognition of
His infinite excellence but also because of our feeling of gratitude to
Him. arising from our awareness of the blessings He has lavished upon
us. It is important to note that what is said here is not merely that praise
be to God. but that all praise be to God alone. Whenever there is any
beauty. any excellence. any perfectionin whatever thing or in whatever
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shape it may manifest itself its ultimate source is none other than God
Himself. No human beings. angels. Demigods. heavenly bodiesin short.
no created beingsare possessed of an innate excellence; where
excellence exists. it is a gift from God. Thus. if there is anyone at all
whom we ought to adore and worship. to whom we ought to feel
indebted and grateful. towards whom we should remain humble and
obedient. it is the creator of excellence. rather than its possessor.

3. In Arabic the word Rabb has three meanings: (i) Lord and Master; (ii)
Sustainer. Provider. Supporter. Nourisher and Guardian. and (iii)
Sovereign. Ruler. He Who controls and directs. God is the Rabb of the
universe in all three meanings of the term.

(1:3) The Merciful. the Compassionate*

4. Whenever we are deeply impressed by the greatness of something
we try to express our feelings by using superlatives. If the use of one
superlative does not do full justice to our feelings. we tend to
reemphasize the extraordinary excellence of the object of our
admiration by adding a second superlative of nearly equivalent
meaning.* This would seem to explain the use of the word Rahim
following Rahman. The form of the word Rahman connotes intensity.
Yet God's mercy and beneficence towards His creatures is so great. so
extensive and of such an infinite nature that no one word. however
strong its connotation. can do it full justice. The epithet Rahim was
therefore added to that of Rahman.

(1:4) The Master of the Day of Recompense®.

5. God will be the Lord of the Day when all generations of mankind
gather together on order to render an account of their conduct. and
when each person will be finally rewarded or punished for his deeds.
The description of God as Lord of the Day of Judgement following the
mention of his benevolence and compassion indicates that we ought to
remember another aspect of God as wellnamely. that He will judge us
all. that He is so absolutely powerful. that on the Day of Judgement no
one will have the power either to resist the enforcement of punishments
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that He decrees or to prevent anyone from receiving the rewards that
He decides to confer. Hence. we ought not only to love Him for
nourishing and sustaining us and for His compassion and mercy
towards us. but should also hold Him in awe because of His justice. and
should not forget that our ultimate happiness or misery rests
completely with Him.

(1:5) You alone do we worship® and You alone do we turn for help’

6. The term ibadah is used in three sense: (i) worship and adoration; (ii)
obedience and submission; and (iii) service and subjection. In this
particular context the term carries all these meanings simultaneously.
In other words. we say to God that we worship and adore Him. that we
are obedient to Him and follow His will. and also that we are His
servants. Moreover, man is so bound to none save God. that none but
He. may be the subject of man's worship and total devotion. of man's
unreserved obedience. of man's absolute subjection and servitude.

7. Not only do we worship God. but also our relationship with Him is
such that we turn to Him alone for help and succour. We know that He
is the Lord of the whole universe and that He alone is the Master of all
blessings and benefactions. Hence. in seeking the fulfilment of our
needs we turn to Him alone. It is towards Him alone that we stretch
forth our hands when we pray and supplicate. It is in Him that we repose
our trust. It is therefore to Him alone that we address our request for
true guidance.

(1:6) Direct us on to the Straight Way?,

8. We beseech God to guide us in all walks of life to a way which is
absolutely true. which provides us with a properlybased outlook and
sound principles of behaviour. a way which will prevent our succumbing
to false doctrines and adopting unsound principles of conduct. a way
that will lead us to our true salvation and happiness. This is man's prayer
to God as he begins the study of the Qur'an. It is. in short. to illuminate
the truth which he often tends to lose in a labyrinth of philosophical
speculation; to enlighten him as to which of the numerous ethical
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doctrines ensures a sound course of conduct; to show which of the
myriad ways and byways is the clear. straight. open road of sound belief
and right behaviour.

(1:7) The way of those whom You have favoured®. who did not incur
Your wrath. who are not astray™.

9. This defines the 'straight way’, which we ask God to open to us. It is
the way, which has always been followed by those who have enjoyed
God's favours and blessings. This is the way, which has been trodden
from the beginning of time by all those individuals and communities
that have unfailingly enjoyed God's favours and blessings.

10. This makes it clear that the recipients of God's favour are not those
who appear. briefly. to enjoy worldly prosperity and success; all too
often. these people are among those whom God has condemned
because they have lost sight of the true path of salvation and happiness.
This negative explanation makes it quite clear that in'am (favour)
denotes all those real and abiding favours and blessings which one
receives in reward for righteous conduct through God's approval and
pleasure. rather than those apparent and fleeting favours which the
Pharaohs. Nimrods and Korahs (Qaruns) used to receive in the past. and
which are enjoyed even today by people notorious for oppression. evil
and corruption.
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((... Or Who is it that originates the creation then
keeps on repeating and reproducing it. and Who
is it that provides for your sustenance (both
physical and spiritual) from the heaven and the
earth? Is there any other god with Allah (capable
of being a partner with Him in all these works)?
Say. Bring forward your proof (in support of your

polytheistic beliefs) if you are truthful (in what you
claim).' Quran 27- 64

Pickthall

Is not He (best). Who produceth creation. then
reproduceth it. and Who provideth for you from
the heaven and the earth? Is there any God beside
Allah? Say: Bring your proof. if ye are truthful!
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(27:64)Who is it Who creates in the first instance and then repeats it?
Who is it Who provides you with sustenance from the heavens and the
earth? Is there any god associated with Allah (in these tasks)? Say: "Bring
forth your evidence. if you are truthful".

The simple fact that has been expressed in this one sentence is so vast
in meaning and detail that as one considers it more and more deeply.
one goes on getting new and ever new proofs of Allah’s existence and
His unity. To the first place, take the question of the creation itself. Man
by his knowledge has not been able to discover what life is. and how
and where it comes from. So far, the admitted scientific fact is that the
mere arrangement of inanimate matter by itself cannot bring about life.
Though the atheists assume. unscientifically. that life comes into
existence automatically when all the elements essential for its creation
combine together accidentally in the right proportion. yet if the
mathematical law of chance is applied to it. the possibility of its
occurrence comes to naught. All attempts made so far to produce
animate matter out of inanimate matter experimentally in the
laboratory have met with utter failure in spite of employing every
possible care. At the most, what has been created is DNA., which is the
basic constituent of the living cell. This is the essence of life but not life
itself. Life in itself even now is a miracle which cannot be explained
scientifically except by saying that it is the result of a Creator’s will and
command and design.

Furthermore. life does not exist in a solitary form but in a limitless
variety of forms. Man has so far discovered more or less a million
species of animals and two hundred thousand species of plants on the
earth. which in their constitution and special characteristics are so
clearly and absolutely different from one another. and have been
maintaining their distinctive features since the earliest known times so
consistently that no Darwin could ever give any rational explanation of
this great variety of life except the existence of the creative design of
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One God. Not a link has so far been discovered between any two
species. which might have broken up the form of the characteristics and
constitution of one species and might be struggling to attain the
characteristics and constitution of another species. The whole record of
the fossils is without such a precedent. and among the existing animals,
also there is no such “eunuch” in its physical form. Any member of any
species that exists is found with the distinctive features of its own
species. and every story that is invented and announced from time to
time about the discovery of some missing link is destroyed by the facts
themselves. Therefore. the inevitable fact is that it is the AllWise
Designer. the Planner of creation. its Enforcer and its Fashioner. who
has endowed life with all its countless different forms.

This was about the beginning of the creation. Now let us consider its
reproduction. The Creator has placed in the constitution and makeup of
every animal and vegetable species such a wonderful mechanism. which
goes on producing through its countless members an endless race
exactly with its own distinctive form and nature and characteristics. and
it never has happened even by mistake that in these millions and
millions of tiny sex workshops a certain workshop of a species may have
turned out a specimen of a different species. The observations of
modern Genetics in this connection present wonderful facts. Every plant
has been so endowed with the capability of procreating its species that
the new generation should possess all the distinctive characteristics of
its own species and its every member should be distinguished in its
special features from the members of all other species. This element for
the survival of the species and its procreation is contained in a part of a
cell of every plant. which can be seen with effort only through a most
powerful microscope. This tiny engineer directs the whole development
the plant precisely and definitely on the way which is the way of its own
distinctive species. That is why all the plants that have emerged from a
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grain of wheat anywhere in the world have in turn produced only wheat.
In no climate and in no region has it ever happened that from the whole
race of a grain of wheat even a single grain of barley might have
emerged. The same is the case with animals and men. None of them has
been created just for once. but on an inconceivably high scale a huge
factory of reproduction is functioning every where. which is constantly
bringing into existence. from the members of every species. countless
other members of the same species. If one considers the microscopic
germ of procreation which along with all the distinctive features and
hereditary characteristics of its species is found in a small portion of its
tiny self and then looks at the extremely delicate and complex
physiological system and the subtle. intricate processes by which the
procreative seed of every member of every species produces a member
of the same species. one cannot conceive for a moment that such a tine
and subtle system could come into being by itself. and then keeps on
functioning by itself in millions and millions of the members of different
species. This thing stands in need of an AllWise Designer not only for
its beginning but also for its proper and perpetual functioning. It also
needs an Administrator Who is at once Wise and EverLiving and
SelfSubsistent. who is ever watching and guiding the work of these
workshops.

These facts destroy the very basis of an atheist’s denial of God as also
of a polytheist’'s creed of polytheism. A foolish person only can think
that an angel or a jinn or a prophet or a saint has any hand in this work
of God. but no unbiased person possessed of a little common sense can
ever say that this huge workshop of production and reproduction with
all its underlying wisdom and order started working just accidentally
and has since been working so automatically.
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The question of the provision of sustenance also is not so simple as a
person may feel it to be from a cursory study of this brief sentence.
There exist on this earth millions of animal and vegetable species. each
comprising billions of members having different food requirements.
The Creator has arranged the means of sustenance for each species in
such abundance and so within easy reach that members of no species
ever go without food. Then the agencies of the earth and sky which
combine and work together in this system are varied and countless.
Unless there is the right kind of coordination and harmony between the
heat. light. air. water and the diverse substances of the earth. not a
single particle of food can be produced. Can anyone conceive that this
wise system could come about just accidentally without the intelligent
planning and design of an AllWise Creator? And can anybody in his
senses imagine that in this system there could be any hand of a jinn or
an angel or the spirit of a pious man?

That is. “You should either bring a proof to show that someone else is
an associate of Allah in these works. or. if that is not possible. you
should at least explain by an argument why you should worship and
serve any other god beside Allah. when One Allah alone has done. and
is doing. all these works”.
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Moderation in all walks of life ¢ JS o JlaicVl
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And do not keep your hand shackled to your neck (out of miserliness).
nor stretch it out to an entire stretching (extravagantly). lest you sit
down reproached (incurring blame) and exhausted (on becoming
penniless). Quran 17:29
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(17:29) Do not keep your hand fastened to your neck nor outspread it.
altogether outspread. for you will be left sitting rebuked. destitute.?®
29. “And do not keep your hand fastened to your neck”. means: Do not
be parsimonious. “Nor outspread it altogether widespread” means: Do
not be extravagant. The Quran desires the people to follow the golden
mean. i.e. they should neither be so parsimonious as to prevent the
circulation of wealth nor so extravagant as to destroy their own
economy. On the contrary. they should learn to behave in a balanced
manner so that they should spend money wherever it should be spent
and refrain from becoming spendthrifts to involve themselves into
trouble. As a matter of fact. it is ingratitude towards Allah’s favor to
spend money for the sake of show. luxury and sinful acts and similar
things which are neither man’s real necessities nor useful. Therefore.
those people who spend money lavishly on such things as these are the
brethren of Satan.

These clauses too. are not merely meant to be moral instructions for
individuals. They are intended to safeguard the Islamic society against
extravagance by moral instruction. collective pressure and legal
restrictions. Accordingly. in the Islamic state of AlMadinah. practical
steps were taken to safeguard the community against extravagance.
First. many forms of extravagance and luxury were forbidden by law.
Secondly. legal measures were taken against it. Thirdly. social reforms
were introduced to put an end to those customs, which involved
extravagance. The government was empowered to prevent people from
the obvious forms of extravagance. Above all. Zakat and voluntary
charity helped to break parsimony and the lust of hoarding money.
Besides these measures, a public opinion was created that enabled the
people to discriminate between generosity and extravagance and thrift
and parsimony: so much so. that parsimonious people were looked
down upon as ignominious and the thrifty people were regarded as
honorable. This moral and mental attitude became a part and parcel of
the Muslim society. and even today the parsimonious people and
hoarders are looked down upon in the Muslim society. while the
generous people are respected everywhere.
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Quran (27:62) (Who is it Who heeds the prayers of the distressed when
he calls out to Him and Who removes his affliction? In addition, who is
it Who makes you vicegerents of the earth? Is there any god associated
with Allah (in this task)? How little do you reflect !
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Quran (27:62) (Who is it Who heeds the prayers of the distressed when
he calls out to Him and Who removes his affliction?76 And who is it
Who makes you vicegerents of the earth? Is there any god associated
with Allah (in this task)? How little do you reflect !

The Arab polytheists themselves knew and acknowledged that Allah
alone could avert a disaster. Therefore. the Quran reminds them
repeatedly that they implore Allah alone for help when they are
confronted by a calamity. However. when the calamity is removed. they
start invoking others besides Allah. (See (E.Ns. 29 to 41 of Surah
AlAnaam); (Surah Yunus: Ayats 2122); (E.N. 46 of Surah AnNahl); and
(E.N. 84 of Surah Banilsrail). And this is not only true of the Arab
polytheists but of all polytheists; so much so that even the Russian
atheists who are regularly campaigning against Godworship. had to
invoke God when in the Second World War they were tightly encircled
by the German forces .

This has two meanings: (1) “He raises one generation after the other and
one nation after the other”; and (2) “He gives you power and authority
to rule in the earth”.
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Surah 78: 3136 AnNabaa

(78:31) surely. the state of triumph awaits the Godfearing
(78:32) Gardens and vineyards

(78:33) and youthful maidens of like age

(78:34) and an overflowing cup.

(78:35)Therein they shall hear no idle talk .nor any falsehood;

(78:36) a recompense from your Lord and an ample reward.
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(78:31) surely the state of triumph awaits the Godfearing

Here: the word righteous has been used in contrast to those who did
not expect any accountability and who had belied Allah’s revelations.
Therefore. this word inevitably implies those people who believed in
Allah’s revelations and lived in the world with the understanding that
they had to render an account of their deeds ultimately .

«(78:32) gardens and vineyards
(78:33) and youthful maidens of like age.*

This may mean that they will be of equal age among themselves as well
as that they will be of equal age with their husbands.

(78:34) and an overflowing cup .
(78:35) therein they shall hear no idle talk. nor any falsehood;*

*At several places in the Quran this has been counted as among the
major blessings of Paradise. Human ears there will remain secure
against idle. false and indecent talk. There will be no nonsensical.
meaningless gossiping in Paradise; no one will tell lies nor belie others;
nor will there be any use of abusive language. slandering; calumnies
and false accusations which are so common in the world.

(78:36) a recompense from your Lord and an ample reward*

A reward and generous gift: that is. they will not only be given their due
rewards, which they will deserve for their good deeds. but over and
above these. they will be given additional and generous gifts and prizes
as well. Contrary to this. in respect of the dwellers of Hell it has been
said: They will be recompensed fully for their misdeeds. That is. they will
neither be punished less than what they will deserve for their crimes nor
more. This theme has been explained at length at many places in the
Quran.
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(3:102) Believers! Fear Allah as He should be feared. and see that you do
not die save in the state of submission to Allah.
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(3:102) Believers! Fear Allah as He should be feared. and see that you do
not die save in the state of submission to Allah.

Meaning of Taqwa of Allah
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud commented on the
Ayah.
(w85 (5> alli [983)
(Have Tagwa of Allah as is His due.)
"That He is obeyed and not defied. remembered and not forgotten and
appreciated and not unappreciated." This has an authentic chain of
narration to "Abdullah bin Mas'ud. AlHakim collected this Hadith in his
Mustadrak. from Ibn Mas'ud. who related it to the Prophet. AlHakim
said. "It is authentic according to the criteria of the Two Shaykhs
(AlBukhari and Muslim). and they did not record it." This is what he said.
but it appears that it is only a statement of "Abdullah bin Mas'ud. and
Allah knows best. It was also reported that Anas said. "The servant will
not have Taqwa of Allah as is His due until he keeps his tongue idle."
Allah's statement.
(Osakius aiily VI Gigai V)
(and die not except as (true) Muslims) (3:102). means. preserve your
Islam while you are well and safe. so that you die as a Muslim. The Most
Generous Allah has made it His decision that whatever state one lives
in. that is what he dies upon and is resurrected upon. We seek refuge
from dying on other than Islam.
Imam Ahmad recorded that Mujahid said. "The people were circling
around the Sacred House when lbn "Abbas was sitting. holding a
benthandled walking stick. Ibn "Abbas said. The Messenger of Allah
(recited). ) )
(Hoakiud adils VI Hisad Vs wile) 55 ali 15857 Tgiale guddl 3t )
(Have Tagwa of Allah as is His due. die not except as (true) Muslims.)
(3:102). (then he said;) . ] ) .
Gl G L4385 agliue yo3NI Ubl e 83V L3hod pgo}ll (e 8358 Gl 15 »
« a0yl V] alab d
(Verily. if a drop of Zagqum (a tree in Hell) falls. it will spoil life for the
people of earth. What about those whose food is only from Zaqqum)"
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This was recorded by AtTirmidhi. AnNasa'i. lbn Majah. Ibn Hibban in his
Sahih and AlHakim his Mustadrak. AtTirmidhi said. "Hasan Sahih'"* while
AlHakim said; "It meets the conditions of the Two Sahihs and they did
not record it."
Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir said that three nights before the
Messenger of Allah died he heard him saying; ] i

«J23 3& Ay GBI GHauzd b5 V| 3351 Sisag ¥n
(None of you should die except while having sincere trust in Allah. the
Exalted and Honorable.) Muslim also recorded it. The Two Sahihs record
that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said.

< e 5B 3ie G -all Jodi»

(Allah said. "I am as My servant thinks of Me.")
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If you could but see when they are made to stand before the Fire (6:27)
would that we could be returned [to life on earth] . "Oh.and will say
".and not deny the signs of our Lord and be among the believers
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Use It Before You Lose It!

(27. If you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) Fire! They
will say, "Would that we were but sent back (to the world)! Then we
would not deny the Ayat of our Lord. and we would be of the
believers!"') (28. Nay. what they had been concealing before has
become manifest to them. But if they were returned (to the world). they
would certainly revert to that which they were forbidden. And indeed
they are liars.) (29. And they said: "There is no (other life) but our
(present) life of this world. and never shall we be resurrected.”) (30. If
you could but see when they will stand before their Lord! He will say:
"Is not this the truth" They will say: "Yes. by our Lord!"' He will then say:
"So taste you the torment because you used not to believe.")

Wishes and Hopes Do Not Help One When He Sees the Torment

Allah mentions the condition of the disbelievers when they are made to
stand before the Fire on the Day of Resurrection and witness its chains
and restraints. along with seeing the horrible. momentous conditions in
the Fire with their own eyes. This is when the disbelievers will say.

(oiodall Go 59505 Wy ©bL 385 Vg 335 W b)
("Would that we were but sent back (to the world)! Then we would not
deny the Ayat of our Lord. and we would be of the believers!"') They
wish that they would be sent back to the life of the world so that they
could perform righteous deeds. refrain from disbelieving in the Ayat of

their Lord and be among the believers.
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In the name of Allah. the Entirely Merciful. the Especially Merciful.
Say. "l seek refuge in the Lord of mankind.
The Sovereign of mankind.
The God of mankind.
From the evil of the retreating whisperer
Who whispers [evil] into the breasts of mankind

From among the jinn and mankind".
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(114:1)Say: “I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind ;
(114:2)the King of mankind .
(114:3)the True God of mankind*.

*Here also. as in Surah AlFalaq. instead of saying Audhubillahi (I seek
Allah’s refuge). a prayer has been taught to seek Allah’'s refuge by
reference to His three attributes: First. that He is Rabbinnaas. i.e.
Sustainer. Provider; second. that He is Malikinnaas. i.e. Master of all
mankind; third. that He is llahinnaas. i.e. real Deity of all mankind. Here.
one should clearly understand that the word ilah has been used in two
meanings in the Quran: first for the thing or person who is practically
being worshipped although it or he is not entitled to worship; second.
for Him Who is entitled to worship. Who is in fact the Deity whether the
people worship Him or not. wherever this word is used for Allah; it has
been used in the second meaning. Seeking refuge by means of these
three attributes means: | seek refuge with that God. Who being the
Sustainer. King and Deity of men. has full power over them. can fully
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protect them and can really save them from the evil. to save myself and
others from which | am seeking His refuge. Not only this; since He alone
is Sustainer. King and Deity. therefore. there is no one beside Him with
Whom | may seek refuge and he may give real refuge .

(114:4)from the mischief of the whispering. elusive prompter who
returns again and again.*

*The word waswas in waswasilkhannas means the one who whispers
over and over again. and waswasa means to whisper into someone’s
heart an evil suggestion over and over again in such a way or ways that
the one who is being inspired may not feel that the whisperer is
whispering an evil suggestion into his heart. Waswasah by itself
suggests repetition just as zalzalah contains the meaning of repetitive
movement. Since man is not tempted by just one attempt but effort has
to be made over and over again to seduce and tempt him. such an
attempt is called waswasah and the tempter waswas. As for the word
khannas. it is derived from khunus. which means to hide after appearing
and to retreat after coming into view. Since khannas is the intensive
form. it would imply the one who behaves thus very frequently. Now.
obviously the whisperer has to approach man for whispering again and
again. and besides. when he is also described as khannas. the
combination of the two words by itself gives the meaning that after
whispering once he retreats and then again returns over and over again
to repeat the act of whispering. In other words. when once he fails in
his attempt to whisper evil. he withdraws. and then he returns to make
the second and the third and the next attempt over and over again .

After understanding the meaning of waswasilkhannas. let us consider
what is meant by seeking refuge from its evil. Its one meaning is that
the seeker after refuge himself seeks God's refuge from its evil. i.e. from
the evil lest it should whisper some evil suggestion into his own heart.
The second meaning is that the caller to Truth seeks God's refuge from
the evil of the one who whispers evil suggestions into the hearts of the
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people against himself. It is not in his own power to approach all the
people in whose hearts evil suggestions are being whispered against
himself individually and remove the misunderstandings of every
person. It is also not right and proper for him that he should give up his
mission of inviting others to Allah and should devote all his time and
energy to removing the misunderstanding created by the whisperer and
to answering their accusations. It is also below his dignity that he should
stoop to the level of his opponents. Therefore. Allah has instructed the
caller to truth to seek only His refuge from the evil of the wicked people.
and then to attend singlemindedly to his work of invitation and mission.
For it is not for him to deal with them but for Allah. who is Sustainer of
men. King of men. God of men .

Here: one should also understand that an evil suggestion is the starting
point of evil act. When it affects a careless or heedless person. it creates
in him a desire for evil. Then. further whisperings change the evil desire
into an evil intention and evil purpose. When the evil suggestion grows
in intensity. the intention becomes a resolution. which then culminates
in the evil act. Therefore. the meaning of seeking God's refuge from the
evil of the whisperer is that Allah should nip the evil in the bud .

If seen from another aspect. the order of the evil of the whisperers
seems to be this: first, they incite one to open unbelief. polytheism. or
rebellion against Allah and His Messenger. and enmity of the righteous
(godly) people. If they fail in this and a person does enter Allah’s
religion. they misguide him to some innovation. If they fail in this too.
they tempt him to sin. If they do not succeed even in this. they inspire
the man with the suggestion that there is no haram in indulging in
minor sins. so that if he starts committing these freely. he is over
burdened with sin. If one escapes from this too. in the last resort they
try that one should keep the true religion confined to oneself. and
should do nothing to make it prevail. but if a person defeats all these
plans. the whole party of the devils from among men and jinn makes a
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common front against him and incites and stirs up the people and
makes them shower him with invective and accusation and slander. and
defames him as widely as it can. Then. Satan comes to the believer and
excites him to anger. saying: It is cowardly of you to have borne all this
insult: arise and clash with your opponents. This is the last and final
device with Satan by which he tries to thwart the struggle of the caller
to truth and entangle him in difficulties and obstructions. If he succeeds
in escaping from this too. Satan becomes powerless before him. About
this same thing it has been said in the Quran: If Satan ever excites you
to anger. seek refuge with Allah. (Surah AlAaraf. Ayat 200); (Surah
HaMim AsSajdah. Ayat 36 .)

Say: Lord. | seek refuge with You from the promptings of satans. (Surah
AlMominun. Ayat 97) .

The fact is that if ever an evil suggestion from Satan so much as touches
those who are Godfearing people. they immediately get alerted and
clearly see the right course they should adopt. (Surah AlAaraf. Ayat 201).

And on this very basis about the people who escape from this last attack
of Satan Allah says: None can attain to this rank except those who are
men of great good fortune. ((Surah HaMim AsSajdah. Ayat 35).

In this connection. another thing should also be kept in mind. and it is
this: Evil suggestion is not whispered into the heart of man only from
outside by the satans from among men and jinn. but also by the self of
man from within. His own wrong theories misguide his intellect. his own
unlawful motives and desires lead his power of discrimination. will and
power of judgment astray. and it is not only the satans from outside but
within man his satan of the self also beguiles him. This same thing has
been expressed in the Quran. thus: And We know the evil suggestions
arising from his self. (Surah Qaaf. Ayat 16). On this very basis. the
Prophet (peace be upon him) in his wellknown Sermon said: We seek
Allah’s refuge from the evils of our self .
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(114:5)who whispers in the hearts of people ;
(114:6)whether he be from the jinn or humans.”*

*According to some scholars. these words mean that the whisperer
whispers evil into the hearts of two kinds of people: the jinn and the
men. If this meaning is admitted. the word naas would apply to both
jinn and men. They say that this can be so. for when the word rijal (men)
in the Quran has been used for the jinn. as in( Surah AlJinn. Ayat 6). and
when nafar can be used for the group of jinn. as in (Surah A1Ahgaf. Ayat
29). men and jinn both can be included metaphorically in the word naas
also. But this view is wrong because the words naas. ins and insan are
even lexically contrary in meaning to the word jinn. The actual meaning
of jinn is hidden creation and jinn is called jinn because he is hidden
from man’s eye. On the contrary. the words naas and ins are spoken for
insan (man) only on the basis that he is manifest and visible and
perceptible. In (Surah AlQasas. Ayat 29). the word anasa has been used
in the meaning of raa. i.e. the Prophet Moses (peace be upon him) saw
a fire in the direction of Toor. In (Surah AnNisa. Ayat 6). the word
anastum has been used in the meaning of ahsastum or raaytum (i.e. if
you perceive or see that the orphans have become capable). Therefore.
naas cannot apply to jinn lexically. and the correct meaning of the verse
is: From the evil of the whisperer who whispers evil into the hearts of
men. whether he be from among the jinn or from the men themselves.
In other words. whispering of evil is done by devils from among jinn as
well as by devils from among men and the prayer in this Surah has been
taught to seek refuge from the evil of both. This meaning is supported
by the Quran as well as by the Hadith. The Quran says: And so it has
always been that We set against every Prophet enemies from among
devils of men and devils of jinn. who have been inspiring one another
with charming things to delude the minds. (Surah AlAnaam. Ayat 112) .

And in the Hadith. Imam Ahmad. Nasai. and Ibn Hibban have related on
the authority of Abu Dharr a tradition. saying: | sat before the Prophet
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(peace be upon him. who was in the Mosque. He said: Abu Dharr. have
you performed the Prayer? | replied in the negative. He said: Arise and
perform the Prayer. So. | performed the Prayer. The Prophet (peace be
upon him) said: O Abu Dharr. seek Allah’s refuge from the devils of men
and the devils of jinn. | asked. are there devils among men also? O
Messenger of Allah! He replied: Yes.
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what is the life of this world except the enjoyment of delusion.”
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And you possess outstandingly high standard of moral (excellence).

Quran 684
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(684) and you are certainly on the most exalted standard of moral
excellence.

This sentence here gives two
meanings:

(1)That you stand exalted to a high and noble character; that is why you
are enduring all these hardships in your mission of guiding the people
to the right way. otherwise a man of weak character could not have
done so .

(2)That besides the Quran. your high and noble character is also a clear
proof that the accusation of madness that the disbelievers bring against
you is absolutely false. for high morals and madness cannot coexist in
one and the same person .

A madman is he whose balance of mind is upset. who has lost his
temperamental equilibrium. Contrary to this. the high morals of a
person testify that he is a rightminded and soundnatured person. who
possesses perfect temperamental equilibrium. The people of Makkah
were not unaware of the morals and character possessed by the
Messenger (peace be upon him) of Allah. Therefore. it was enough just
to make a reference to them so that every reasonable man of Makkah
was made to think how shameless were those people who were calling
a man of such sublime morals and character a madman. Their absurd
conduct was not at all harmful for the Prophet (peace be upon him) but
for themselves. for maddened in their craze for opposition they were
saying such a thing about him. which could not be regarded as credible
by any man of understanding. The same is also the case with those men
of knowledge and scholarship. who in the modern time are accusing the
prophet (peace be upon him) of having fits of madness and epilepsy.
The Quran is available everywhere in the world and the Holy Prophet’s
life also exists in the written form in entire detail. Every person can see
it for himself what a foolish and meaningless thing is being uttered in
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their blind enmity by those who regard this man. who brought this
unique and matchless Book and who possessed such sublime morals
and character. as a mentally deranged person .

The best description of the Holy Prophet’s character has been given by
Aishah in her statement: Kana khuluquhul Quran: the Quran was his
character. Imam Ahmad. Muslim. Abu Daud. Nasai. Ibn Majah. Darimi
and lbn Jarir have cited. with a little variation in wording. this saying
with several chains of transmitters. This means that the Prophet had not
merely presented the teaching of the Quran before the world but also
given its practical demonstration by his personal example. Whatever
was enjoined in the Quran was acted upon practically by himself in the
first instance. Whatever was forbidden in it was shunned and avoided
by himself most of all. His own self was characterized most of all by the
moral qualities which were declared as sublime by it. and his own self
was most free from those qualities which were declared as abhorrent
and reprehensible by it. In another tradition Aishah has stated: The
Prophet (peace be upon him) never hit a servant. never raised his hand
on a woman. never used his hand to kill a person outside the battlefield.
never avenged himself on anyone for an injury caused unless someone
violated a sanctity enjoined by Allah and he avenged it for the sake of
Allah. His practice was that whenever he had to choose between two
things. he would choose the easier one unless it was a sin. and if it was
a sin he would keep away from it most of all (Musnad Ahmad). Anas
says: | served the Prophet (peace be upon him) for ten years. He never
did so much as express even a slight disgust over what | did or said. He
never asked why | had done what | had done. and never inquired why |
had not done what | had not done. (Bukhari. Muslim).
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O Humankind! O Humanity!
Know one another; not despise, hate, scorn, or kill one another

(49:13) Human beings, We created you all from a male and a female, and
made you into nations and tribes so that you may know one another.
Verily the noblest of you in the sight of Allah is the most God-fearing of
you.” Surely Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.**

* In this verse, the whole of humankind has been addressed to reform it of
the great evil that has always been causing universal disruption in the world,
that is, the prejudices due to race, color, language, country, and nationality.
Because of these prejudices man in every age has generally been discarding
humanity and drawing around himself some small circles and regarding
those born within those circles as his own people and those outside them as
others. These circles have been drawn based on accidental birth and not on
rational and moral grounds. In some cases their basis is the accident of being
born in a particular family, tribe, or race, and in some particular
geographical region, or in a nation having a particular color or speaking a
particular language. Then the discrimination between one’s own people and
others is not only confined to this that those who are looked upon as one’s
own people are shown greater love and cooperation than others, but this
discrimination has assumed the worst forms of hatred, enmity, contempt
and tyranny. New philosophies have been propounded for it, new religions
invented, new codes of law made and new moral principles framed; so much
so that nations and empires have made this distinction a permanent way of
life with them and practiced it for centuries. The Jews on this very basis
regarded the children of Israel as the chosen people of God and even in the
practice of their religious rites looked upon the non-Jews as inferior to the
Jews in rights and rank. This very discrimination gave birth to class
distinctions (varnashrama) among the Hindus according to which
superiority of the Brahmins was established, all other human beings came to
be regarded as inferior and unclean and the shudras cast into the depths of
disgrace and degradation. Every person can see for himself even in this 20th
century what atrocities have been committed against the colored people in
Africa and America on account of the distinction between the white and the
black. The treatment that the Europeans meted out to the Red Indian race in
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America and to the weak nations of Asia and Africa had the same concept
underlying it. They thought that the rights and property and honor of all
those who had been born outside the frontiers of their own land and nation
were lawful for them and they had the right to plunder and take them as
their slaves and exterminate them if need be. The worst examples of how the
nationalism of the western nations has turned one nation against the others
and made it their bloodthirsty enemy have been seen in the wars of the
recent past and are being seen even in the present time. In particular, if what
was manifested by the racism of the Nazi Germany and the concept of the
superiority of the Nordic race in the last World War is kept in view. One can
easily judge how stupendous and devastating is the error for whose reform
this verse of the Quran was revealed.

In this brief verse, Allah has drawn the attention of all mankind to three
cardinal truths:

(1) The origin of all of you is one and the same. Your whole species has
sprung up from one man and one woman. All your races that are found in
the world today are, in fact, the branches of one initial race that started with
one mother and one father. In this process of creation there is no basis
whatsoever for the divisions and distinctions in which you have involved
yourselves because of your false notions. One God alone is your Creator.
Different men have not been created by different gods. You have been made
from one and the same substance. It is not so that some men have been made
from some pure and superior substance and some other men from some
impure and inferior substance. You have been created in one and the same
way; it is not also so that different men have been created in different ways.
And you are the offspring of the same parents; it is not so that in the
beginning there were many human couples which gave birth to different
populations in the different regions of the world.

(2) In spite of being one in origin, it was natural that you should be divided
into nations and tribes. Obviously, all the men on the earth could not belong
to one and the same family. With the spread of the race it was inevitable that
countless families should arise, and then tribes and nations should emerge
from the families. Similarly, it was inevitable that after settling in different
regions of the earth, there should be differences of colors, features, languages
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and ways of living among the people, and it was also natural that those
living in the same region should be closer in affinity and those living in
remote regions not so close. But this natural difference never demanded that
distinctions of inequality, of high and low, of noble and mean, should be
established on its basis, that one race should claim superiority over the other,
the people of one color should look down upon the people of other colors,
and that one nation should take preference over the other without any
reason. The Creator had divided the human communities into nations and
tribes for that was a natural way of cooperation and distinction between
them. In this way alone could a fraternity, a brotherhood, a tribe and a nation
combine to give birth to a common way of life and to cooperate with each
other in the affairs of the world. But it was all due to satanic ignorance that
the differences among mankind created by Allah to be a means of
recognition, were turned into a means of mutual boasting and hatred, which
led mankind to every kind of injustice and tyranny.

(3) The only basis of superiority and excellence that there is, or can be,
between man and man is that of moral excellence. As regards birth, all men
are equal, for their Creator is One, their substance of creation is one, and
their way of creation is one, and they are descended from the same parents.
Moreover, a person’s being born in a particular country, nation, or clan is
just accidental. Therefore, there is no rational ground on account of which
one person may be regarded as superior to the other. The real thing that
makes one person superior to others is that one should be more God-
conscious, a greater avoider of evils, and a follower of the way of piety and
righteousness. Such a man, whether he belongs to any race, any nation and
any country, is valuable and worthy on account of his personal merit. And
the one who is reverse of him in character is in any case an inferior person
whether he is black or white, born in the east or the west.

These same truths that have been stated in this brief verse of the Quran have
been explained in greater detail by the Prophet (peace be upon him) in his
addresses and traditions. In the speech that he made on the conquest of
Makkah, after going round the Kabah, he said:

Thank God Who has removed from you the blemish of ignorance and its
arrogance. O people, men are divided into classes: the pious and righteous,
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who are honorable in the sight of Allah, and the sinful and vicious, who are
contemptible in the sight of Allah, whereas all men are the children of Adam
and Adam had been created by Allah from clay. (Baihaqi, Tirmidhi).

On the occasion of the Farewell Pilgrimage, in the midst of the Tashriq days,
he addressed the people, and said: O people, be aware: your God is One. No
Arab has any superiority over a non-Arab, and no non-Arab any superiority
over an Arab, and no white one has any superiority over a black one, and no
black one any superiority over a white one, except on the basis of taqwa
(piety). The most honorable among you in the sight of Allah is he who is the
most pious and righteous of you. Say if I have conveyed the Message to you?
And the great congregation of the people responded, saying: Yes, you have,
O Messenger of Allah. Thereupon the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
Then let the one who is present convey it to those who are absent. (Baihagqi).

In a Hadith he has said: You are all the children of Adam, and Adam was
created from the dust. Let the people give up boasting of their ancestors,

otherwise they will stand more degraded than a mean insect in the sight of
Allah. (Bazzar).

In another Hadith the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: Allah will not
inquire about your lineage on the Day of Resurrection. The most honorable
in the sight of Allah is he who is most pious. (Ibn Jarir). In still another
Hadith he said: Allah does not see your outward appearances and your
possessions but He sees your hearts and your deeds. (Muslim, Ibn Majah).

These teachings have not remained confined to words only but Islam has
practically established a universal brotherhood of the believers on the basis,
which does not allow any distinction on account of color, race, language,
country and nationality which is free from every concept of high and low,
clean and unclean, mean and respectable, which admits all human beings
with equal rights, whether they belong to any race and nation, any land or
region. Even the opponents of Islam have to admit that no precedent is found
in any religion and any system of the success with which the principle of
human equality and unity has been given practical shape in the Muslim
society, nor has it ever been found. Islam is the only religion which has
welded and combined innumerable races and communities scattered in all
corners of the earth into one universal ummah.
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In this connection, a misunderstanding also needs to be removed. In the case
of marriage, the importance that Islamic law gives to kufv (likeness of status)
has been taken by some people in the sense that some brotherhoods are
noble and some mean, and matrimonial relations between them are
objectionable. But this, in fact, is a wrong idea. According to the Islamic law,
every Muslim man can marry every Muslim woman, but the success of the
matrimonial life depends on maximum harmony and conformity between
the spouses as regards habits, characteristics and ways of life, family
traditions and economic and social status, so that they may get on well with
each other. This is the real object of being equal and alike. Where there is
unusual difference and disparity between the man and the woman in this
regard, lifelong companionship will be difficult. That is why the Islamic law
disapproves of such intermarriages, and not for the reason that one of the
spouses is noble and the other mean, but for the reason that in case there is
a clear and apparent difference and distinction in status, there would be a
greater possibility of the failure of the matrimonial life if the marriage
relationship was established.

** That is, this is only known to Allah as to who is really a man of high rank
and who is inferior in respect of qualities and characteristics. The standards
of high and low that the people have set up of their own accord, are not
acceptable to and approved by Allah. May be that the one who has been
regarded as a man of high rank in the world is declared as the lowest of the
low in the final judgment of Allah, and maybe that the one who has been
looked upon as a very low person here, attains to a very high rank there. The
real importance is not of the honor and dishonor of the world but of the
honor and dishonor that one will receive from Allah. Therefore, what man
should be most concerned about is that he should create in himself those real
qualities and characteristics which make him worthy of honor in the sight of
Allah.

Sourcehttps:/ / muflihun.com/49/13?tid=8123&tafid=8165&wrd=1&triid=
63
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