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HOW TO LAY A BRICK PATIO ON SOFT GROUND

If your site is wet and generally
spongy and uneven, it is best to lay
the bricks on a slab of concrete. This
is hard work and adds to the cost of
the project, but the concrete will
ensure a long-lasting patio, and allows
you to build additions without
worrying about a foundation.

Buy ready-mixed concrete (or at
least hire a cement mixer — refer to
page 12), and recruit some friends to
help you with the work.

Edge detail

(cross-section)
Edge bricks
bedded on
mortar; oy )
remainder on "1 o '; ‘ &
sharp sand “ _u'/_;__“ e
Y .
Concrete, ﬁ ‘,; ,‘ - :, ").
100 mm thick L 7 PR
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Compacted B \
hardcore, s
100 mm thick

Spread a 100 mm-

compacted hardcore
over the whole site.

Step 2

thick layer of

Step | g g et
Remove the turf and topsoil. Dig down to a

depth of about 300 mm. Ring the site with
formwork (planks to shape the concrete).

Step 3
Cover the hardcore with

concrete. Tamp it level
with the formwork boards.

a |00 mm-thick layer of - ! “ .. Ji - v
2 3 Mﬁ

HOW TO BUILD A BASIC PATIO OUT OF BRICKS

Step 4

Set the bricks on 20 mm of
dry sharp sand (with 10 mm
joints all round). Ease and
tap them level. Fill the joints
with dry sand.

5 L T
A traditional patio made from high-fired
bricks. The herringbone design — with
the bricks set square to the sides — keeps
brick-cutting to a minimum.

€ N A brick patio is expensive; however it is easy to build, attractive, and will
last a lifetime. Mark out the site and remove the turf and topsoil. Ring the site
with a mini brick wall, then fill the central area with compacted hardcore topped
with compacted sharp sand and raked soft sand. Lay the bricks in position and fill
the joints with silver sand. Finally, use a plate compacter to settle the bricks into place.

Step 4

Set the pattern
of bricks in place.
Fill the joints with
silver sand, Use a
plate compacter
to consolidate
the bricks.

Step 3

Cover the hardcore
with compacted
sharp sand up to the
level of the pegs.

Step | Step 2
Remove turf and topsoil to a depth of Spread a 150 mm-thick layer of concrete
300 mm. Bang in 300 mm-long pegs so around what will be the perimeter of the
that they stand 150 mm proud. Spread patio, and set the edge bricks in place so
100 mm of compacted hardcore. that they are level with each other.
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Construction using brick

herringbone pattern

100-150mm concrete
bed and haunch

Edge course blocks

If the wall is two-brick
thickness — 215mm thick
then ties need to be
provided at 450mm vertical
centres and 900mm
horizontal centres.

215mm or
102mm (single

brick thickness)

A
©- pavingexpenticom 20O
top soll
& c.lasi?io': i i Optional construction B s b . " : 4 - 25-40mm gritty sand
engineering brick™=y, | i grade geo-textile laying course material
waterproof mortar .'- I | )
ground Ievelp—> . : Y‘- rermeable
! \ ayer
) ) ; 200mm Prepared sub-grade Min. 100mm DTp1/803
bltumlnqus small-grade granular sub-base
paint hardcore
sub sOil ———p v
A
150mm
4

Body or
Field Blocks

Edge course or 3mm sand
(Soldier coursa) joint

Retaining
Kerb Edge

500mm or 300mm for
single brick thickness
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Type 1 (cl.803)
granular sub-base

Prepared

Emmweehienat Opticnal 5T4 (C20) Class M
sub-grade

2m centres . -~ (Geotextile Concrete grit sand
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